
CRUCIAL READ
TOP LeT COMMANDER AMONG TWO 
TERRORISTS KILLED IN ENCOUNTER
Pulwama: Two terrorists have been killed in an encoun-
ter at Drangbal area of Pampore in South Kashmir’s 
Pulwama district on Saturday, offi cials said. “Lashkar-
e- Taiba (LeT) terrorist Umar Mustaq Khandey who 
martyred our 2 colleagues SgCT Mohammad Yousf and 
Ct Suhail Ah in Baghat Srinagar while they were having 
tea, neutralised in Drangbal, Pampore. Amongst various 
other crimes of the terrorists, this stands out as most 
unforgivable,” Kashmir Police tweeted. 

RAHUL DRAVID SET TO TAKE OVER AS 
INDIA COACH AFTER T20 WORLD CUP
Mumbai: India’s batting stalwart Rahul 
Dravid is all set to take over as the 
national cricket team’s head coach 
following the T20 World Cup in the 
UAE, having agreed to the BCCI’s 
offer after initial reluctance. Dravid’s 
trusted lieutenant Paras Mhambrey 
is expected to be the bowling coach 
while Vikram Rathour is likely to 
continue as batting coach.
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Former Prime Minister Manamohan Singh has been diagnosed with 
dengue, but his health condition is gradually improving and is out of 
danger, an AIIMS offi cial said on Saturday. The offi cial said that the 
Singh’s “platelets are increasing and is out of danger now”.

Petrol price soared to Rs 112.64 per litre in Jaipur after a hike of 36 paise 
on Saturday. Diesel also increased by 37 paise and soared to Rs 103.82 
per litre. The traders associated with petroleum sector said the prices are 
likely to increase for the next some days due to hike in crude oil prices.

MANMOHAN SINGH 
DIAGNOSED WITH 

DENGUE, GRADUALLY 
IMPROVING: AIIMS

PETROL, DIESEL 
PRICES HIKED 

AGAIN, LIKELY TO 
CONTINUE UPWARDS
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Subash Chandra Bose was not given due importance, but 
Modi celebrated his birthday as ‘Parakram Diwas’: Shah
Port Blair: Union Min-
ister of  Home Affairs 
and Minister of  Coop-
eration Amit Shah in-
augurated and laid 
foundation stones of  
various development 
projects from Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose 
Island in Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands.

PM Narendra Modi 
has named three islands 
here as Shaheed, Swaraj 
and Subhash so that the 
coming generations can 
take inspiration that 
now that the country 
has become Independ-

ent and the responsibil-
ity lies with the younger 
generation and us to 
make an India that Ne-
taji, Veer Savarkar and 

many other unknown 
martyrs had dreamt of  
‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahot-
sav’ is being celebrated 
across the country, 

through this we want to 
inculcate the spirit of  
patriotism among the 
children and youth so 
that they can be involved 

in building a new and 
great India. In 1943, Ne-
taji had rid this part of  
India from the clutches 
of  the British for two 

years. Once the younger 
generation sees the Cel-
lular Jail, they will know 
what cost has been paid 
for a free India.

TIME TO GIVE FREEDOM FIGHTERS 
RIGHTFUL PLACE: SHAH IN ANDAMAN
Home Minister Amit Shah said that attempts were made to 
demean the image of several leaders but now the martyrs 
would be getting their rightful place in history. “For years, ef-
forts were made to diminish image of many leaders. But now 
it’s the time to give them a proper place in history. People 
who have sacrificed their lives should get a place in history,” 
said Shah, as quoted by ANI. The Home Minister highlighted 
the extent of love for the country legendary freedom-fighter 
Veer Savarkar had. He further said, “I believe that nobody 
else had a sense of patriotism of the kind that Veer Savarkar 
had,” said the Union Home Minister in Port Blair.

Andaman and 
Nicobar is a pil-
grimmage place 

of the freedom move-
ment in itself, the youth 
of the country should 
know, understand and 
see the kind of tortures 
our Freedom Fighters 
endured in Kalapani.

—Amit Shah, 
Union Home Minister

Bodies of soldiers recovered after 
intense op in J&K, deaths rise to 9
Srinagar: The Army 
has retrieved the bodies 
of  the two soldiers, in-
cluding a junior com-
missioned officer (JCO), 
who went missing dur-
ing a fierce gun battle 
with terrorists on 
Thursday evening in 
Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Poonch. The bodies 
were recovered 48 hours 
after the Army launched 
a major combing opera-
tion in the area and 
heavily pounded the for-
ests where the terror-
ists were suspected to be 
hiding.

With the recovery of  
bodies, the Army casu-
alties suffered during 

the ongoing counter ter-
rorist operation has 
risen to nine - highest in 
a single encounter in 
recent times in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

According to sources, 
the JCO and the soldier 
went missing after the 
Army came under 
heavy firing from the 
terrorists on Thursday.

Subedar Ajay Singh 
and Naik Harendra Sin-
gh were killed in action 
during search opera-
tions being conducted 
by the Indian Army.

Two workers from 
Bihar & UP shot
Two non-local workers were 
shot dead by unidentifi ed 
militants in Safa Kadal area 
of Srinagar and south Kash-
mir’s Pulwama district on 
Saturday evening. 36-year-
old Arvind Kumar, a resident 
of Bihar, who worked here 
as a street vendor, was shot 
at by pistol-borne militants 
in Safakadal area of old city. 
another migrant worker 
identifi ed as Sagir Ahmad of 
Utter Pradesh was shot dead 
in south Kashmir’s Pulwama.

Second 'Nihang' 
held from Punjab 
for Singhu killing
New Delhi: The police 
have made their second 
arrest in the Singhu 
border killing case on 
Saturday. 

Narayan Singh, a 
member of  of  the Ni-
hang community, was 
arrested from his vil-
lage Amarkot in Pun-
jab. According to the 
police, Narayan Singh 
had gone back to his vil-
lage after the murder. 
Police have also de-
tained two others in the 
matter. 

On Friday, a Dalit 
man named Lakhbir 
Singh was found bru-
tally killed with a hand 
chopped off  at Haryana-
Delhi Singhu border.

5 dead, many missing after 
Kerala rain triggers landslide 
Kottayam: Heavy rain 
in parts of  Kerala has 
triggered landslides in 
Idukki and Kottayam 
districts. At least five 
people have been killed 
in rain-related inci-
dents. The weather of-
fice has predicted heavy 
to very heavy rain till 
Sunday morning.

Pathanamthitta, Kot-
tayam, Ernakulam, 
Idukki, Thrissur and 
Palakkad districts have 
been put on red alert.

There is an orange 
alert in seven districts  of  
Thiruvananthapuram, 
Kollam, Alappuzha, 
Malappuram, Kozhikode 
and Wayanad.

On the state govern-
ment’s request, the 
Army, Navy and Air 
Force have stepped in to 
help the civil administra-
tion handle the situation. 
The National Disaster 
Response Force has de-
cided to deploy 11 teams. 

Mi-17 and Sarang hel-

icopters are on standby 
and all bases under 
Southern Air Com-
mand are on high alert. 
Southern Naval Com-
mand, too, has geared 
up to join in rescue 
work and is in touch 
with the state disaster 
management authority.

Passengers being rescued from a bus stranded in fl oods. 

TALK TO ME, NOT MEDIA: 
SONIA ADVICE TO G23
The leaders of the G-23 group  have 
been advised by Sonia Gandhi to talk 
to them directly instead of the media. 
“We have full faith in Sonia Gandhi. 
No one is questioning his leadership. 
Sonia Gandhi is acceptable to the 
entire party cadre,” said Ghulam Nabi 
Azad while supporting the decision of 
organizational elections.

SURJEWALA SURPRISES ALL 
WITH HIS ‘HARD STAND’!
A Rahul loyalist and hardliner Randeep Sur-
jewala attacked a few G-23 leaders, present 
at the CWC meeting, created a fl utter by 
saying that “enemies of the Cong party are 
seated in this very room.” Now everyone 
in the relevant circles is asking whether 
an ‘emotional’ Surjewala has done it at his 
own volition, or on advice by ‘someone’? 

NOW, CONG WILL FIGHT 5 
STATE POLLS UNDER SONIA 
As Sonia will continue as the presi-
dent of the party till September next 
year, now, the Congress will contest 
elections under her leadership  in UP, 
Punjab, Uttarakhand, Manipur and 
Goa. These 5 states are to be held in 
the early months of 2022. There are 
elections in Gujarat and Himachal 
Pradesh also at the end of next year.

RAJ INCHARGE MAKEN 
GIVES PIECE OF MIND!
Cong General secy & Rajasthan 
Incharge Ajay Maken also did not 
mince his words during the CWC 
and stressed on being loyal to the 
party. “I have seen many ups and 
downs in my political acreer but 
have never gone out of the party line 
or given any statements,” he said. 

SONIA’S HALLA BOL ON LAKHIMPUR, KASHMIR
On the Lakhimpur violence, Sonia said that the shocking incident in UP shows 
the mood of the BJP as to how they are viewing the farmers’ movement. “The 
increasing attacks on minorities (Hindus) in Jammu and Kashmir are a matter of 
concern. It should be condemned. On the question of the permanent president, 
Sonia said that we had already made a roadmap to settle the election of Congress 
President by June 30, but due to Corona infection, it had to extend,” she said.

Remembering time 
spent with Rahul, 
Gehlot appeals to 
the scion to take up 
party’s presidency! 
Aditi Nagar

New Delhi: A towering Congress 
leader, a three time chief minister 
and an old Gandhi family loyalist 
Gehlot again emerged as one 
of the most trusted ‘Generals’ 
of Gandhis, who was advised 
by the family to come afront to 
endorse AK Antony proposal 
to urge Rahul Gandhi to take 
reins of the party as soon as the 
organizational elections are over 
in 2022. Prior to this, Gehlot had 
a two and a half hour 
long interaction 
with another Sonia 
loyalist and an old 
friend Ambika Soni 
on Friday evening to 
chalk out his suitable 
strategy for the 
next day CWC.  

Turn to P8RAHUL SPEAKS TO GEHLOT ON RAJ MATTERS P8

Mohd Fahad/Aditi Nagar

New Delhi: Rahul Gan-
dhi has said he “will con-
sider” returning as Con-
gress President on Sat-
urday after it emerged 
that several leaders in-
cluding Rajasthan CM 
Ashok Gehlot, Punjab 
CM Charanjit Channi, 
Chhattisgarh CM Bhu-
pesh Baghel and AK An-
tony had urged him to 
come back. At CWC 
meeting, at which it was 
decided that elections 
for the party’s top post 
will be held between Au-
gust 21 and September 
20 next year.

Meanwhile, Sonia 
Gandhi underlined her 
position as a “full-time 

and hands-on” party 
president and said that 
a revival of  the Con-
gress was welcomed but 
“requires unity and 
keeping the party’s in-
terests paramount”.

‘PEACEFUL’ CWC DECIDES FUTURE COURSE OF PARTY

An ‘aggressive’ and ‘full-time’ President Sonia 
bounces back, to continue till September 2022
A ‘RELUCTANT’ RAHUL AGREES TO ‘CONSIDER’ ANTONY-GEHLOT
PROPOSAL, ENDORSED ALSO BY G23, TO TAKE OVER THE CHARGE NEXT YEAR

Sonia advises 
G23 for direct 
dialogue, targets 
Modi govt

Congress President Sonia 
Gandhi along with Rahul 
Gandhi, AK Antony, Ambika 
Soni and Ghulam Nabi Azad 
during the CWC meeting in 
New Delhi on Saturday.
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The Counter-Terrorism 

Department registered cases 

pertaining to terror financing 

against Hafiz Saeed

The action came ahead 

of the crucial financial 

bailout meeting between 

Pakistan and the IMF

Cases were registered under 

the Anti-Terrorism Act against 

five proscribed outfitsHAFIZ SAEED BOOKED FOR 
TERROR FUNDING IN PAK

I Quit.
 Gehlot and Shinde continue 

to be front runners

Sonia and Priyanka have 

conveyed their desire to 

Gehlot to take charge

Rahul asks others also to 

take responsibility

Rahul asks CWC to 
immediately elect his 

successor, meeting likely to 

be held in a day or two

Aditi Nagar 

New Delhi: With a 

view to compel Sonia, 

Priyanka and Con-

gress Working Com-

mittee (CWC) mem-

bers to immediately 

choose his next suc-

cessor and also put a 

full stop on an ongo-

ing political “drama” 

of  Congress Chief  

Ministers, PCC 

Chiefs, General Sec-

retaries and other 

senior leaders of  Con-

gress, a disappointed 

and hurt Rahul Gan-

dhi ‘pulled the plug’ 

on Wednesday by an-

nouncing his formal 

resignation from post 

of  the Congress Party 

President through his 

twitter account.

Rahul simultaneous-

ly released his four-

page communication 

taking the sole respon-

sibility for the Party’s 

Lok Sabha poll rout and 

also asking or expect-

ing a similar action on 

the same lines from 

other “responsible” 

leaders which indicates 

towards CMs, PCC 

Chiefs and so on. 

In his final commu-

nication as the Party 

President, Rahul fur-

ther said, “Rebuild-

ing the party requires 

hard decisions and 

numerous people will 

have to be made ac-

countable for the fail-

ure of  2019. It would 

be unjust to hold oth-

ers accountable but 

ignore my own re-

sponsibility as Presi-

dent of  the party.” 

In this last communi-

cation Rahul ex-

pressed desire that 

the party managers 

must convene the 

meeting of  CWC (to 

elect his successor) as 

soon as possible. So 

now there are indica-

tions that this crucial 

CWC meeting could 

be convened in a day 

or two, may be before 

Rahul and Sonia’s de-

parture to a week-

long US visit on July 5 

or 6 for Sonia’s medi-

cal checkup.   Turn to P10

At times, I stood & fought 

completely alone: Rahul
First India News

New Delhi: Asserting 

that he is no longer the 

Congress president, 

Rahul Gandhi on 

Wednesday said in a 

letter that it had 

been an honour to 

serve the party 

whose values and 

ideals have served as 

the “lifeblood of  this 

beautiful nation”.

As president of  the 

Congress, he said he 

is responsible for the 

loss of  the 2019 Lok 

Sabha election.

I personally fought 

the Prime Minister, 

the RSS and the in-

stitutions they have 

captured with all my 

being. I fought because 

I love India. And I 

fought to defend the 

ideals India was 

built upon. At times, 

I stood completely 

alone and am ex-

tremely proud of  it,” 

he wrote in his four-

page farewell note that 

he shared on twitter.

Rahul suggested that 

the Congress Working 

Committee be entrust-

ed with the task of  find-

ing a new party presi-

dent and it would not be 

correct for him to select 

his successor, also said 

he owes the country 

and his organisation 

a debt of  tremendous 

gratitude and love.

He said he has at 

times felt “alone” in 

his fight against Prime 

Minister Narendra 

Modi and the RSS but 

is proud of  it.
“One must shed 

power to defeat oppo-

nents,” said. Gandhi, 

who has been firm on 

his decision to quit as 

party president. 
Turn to P4

‘SEDITION LAW TO STAY, need to 

retain provision to fight anti-nationals’The doyen of 
Indian industry, 
Birla no more
Mumbai: Birla Group 

patriarch BK Birla 

passed away in Mumbai 

on Wednesday at the age 

of  98, his family said.

A doyen of  the Indian 

industry, Birla had been 
s u f f e r i n g 
from age-
related ail-
ments. Bir-
la was the 

chairman of  Century 

Textiles and Industries 

and had been active in 

business since the age 

of  15. He was instru-

mental in a slew of  ini-

tiatives, starting with 

his stint as the chair-

man of  Kesoram Indus-

tries.  Full Report on P8

New Delhi: The Union 

government has no 

plans to repeal sedi-

tion law as it is need-

ed to effectively com-

bat anti-national, se-

cessionist and terror-

ist elements, Union 

Minister of  State for 

Home Nityanand Rai 

told Rajya Sabha 

Wednesday.
The minister made 

the statement in reply 

to a written question 

by TRS MP Banda 

Prakash who had asked 

if  the government was 

mulling to scrap 

sedition law 

“which is a co-

lonial-era law 

applicable on free citi-

zens of  the Republic”.

“There is no propos-

al to scrap the provi-

sion under the IPC 

dealing with 

the offence 

of  sedition. 
There is a 
need to 
r e t a i n 

the provision to effec-

tively combat anti-na-

tional, secessionist 

and terrorist ele-

ments,” said Rai.

The Congress, in its 

manifesto released be-

fore the Lok Sabha 

polls, had promised to 

remove the law on sedi-

tion from the statute, if  

voted to power.
“Omit Section 124A 

of  the Indian Penal 

Code (that defines the 

offence of  ‘sedition’) 

that has been misused 

and, in any event, has 

become redundant be-

cause of  subsequent 

laws,” the manifesto 

had said.  Turn to P4

THE FAREWELL 
LETTER

EXCERPTS 
FROM NOTE

THE FAREWELL 

Rahul released his 
four-page commu-

nication on Twit-
ter taking the sole 

responsibility for the 
Party’s Lok Sabha 
poll rout and also 

asking or expecting a 

similar action on the 

same lines from other 
“responsible” lead-
ers which indicates 
towards CMs, PCC 

Chiefs and so on 

 I have learned so 
much from the spirit 

and dedication of our 

workers and party 
members, men and 
women who have 
taught me about love 

and decency 

 My fi ght has never 

been a simple battle 
for political power. I 
have no hatred or an-

ger towards the BJP 
but every living cell in 

my body instinctively 

resists their idea of 
India. This resistance 

arises because my 
being is permeated 
with an idea that is 
and has always been 

in confl ict with theirs

 This compassion-
ate idea permeates 
hearts of millions of 
my beloved fellow 
citizens. It is this idea 

of India that we will 
vehemently defend

I was born a Congressman, this party 

has always been with me and is my 

life’s blood and forever that way it 

shall remain. While it is important for some-

one new to lead our party, it would not be cor-

rect for me to select that person —Rahul Gandhi

TTT
WHAT IS SEDITION LAW

RAYUDU NOW, DHONI NEXT?
 Middle-order batsman Ambati Ray-

udu has announced his retirement from 

all forms of cricket, including the IPL

 The move comes after Rayudu was 

snubbed by the team management, 

which preferred Mayank Agarwal 

as replacement for an injured Vijay 

Shankar in the World Cup squad

 Rayudu was in the stand-by list 
for the WC but even 

after injuries to 
Dhawan and 
Shankar, he failed 

to board the fl ight as 

the selectors picked 
Rishabh Pant and 
Agarwal as replace-

ment

 If India qualify for the fi nals and go 

on to win the World Cup on July 14 

at the Lord’s, it would be ideal setting 

for a fi tting farewell to one of the 

legends of Indian cricket

 “You never know with MS Dhoni. 

But it is unlikely that he will continue 

to play for India after this World Cup. 

But since his decisions to quit cap-

taincy from the three 

formats have been 
taken so suddenly, 
it is very diffi cult 
to predict at the 
moment,” a sen-
ior BCCI offi cial 
told PTI on condi-
tion of anonymity

FULL 
REPORT P9

After heavy drubbing in 2019 Lok Sabha polls Rahul 
had resigned from the post of Congress President.

OCT 4,
 2019



HAVAN FOR 
HEATH OF 
NIHARIKA
Mahamrityunjaya, 
rudrabhishek, havan 
and maha aarti was 
organised for well-
being of Niharika Raje, 
daughter-in-law of 
Vasundhara Raje and 
wife of Dushyant Singh 
in Dholpur on Saturday.

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: BJP state 
president Satish Poo-
nia on Saturday hit 
out at Chief  minister 
and other Congress 
leaders over their re-
cent statements call-
ing BJP leaders fool-
ish and mediocre say-
ing the same ‘foolish 
and mediocre’ of  the 
BJP will become a fac-
tor of  Congress fare-
well from Rajasthan 
in 2023. 

Recently, Chief  
Minister Ashok Ge-
hlot had said that 
such foolish people 
have become office 
bearers in the BJP 
that lack sense on how 
to react to a particular 
incident. Health Min-
ister Raghu Sharma 
had also said that can-
didates vying for the 
Chief  Minister post in 
the BJP are mediocre. 

He was speaking on 
the sidelines of   the 

BJP office bearers 
meeting held today. 

At the CWC meet-
ing in Delhi, Poonia 
said that either Sonia 
Gandhi or Rahul Gan-
dhi will become Con-
gress President. 

 “It will be a sur-
prise if  a third person 
becomes the party 
president.,” he said.

 He also said that 
CM Ashok Gehlot has 
no future in Ra-
jasthan.
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Aishwary Pradhan

Jaipur: With the initia-
tive of  Women and 
Child Development 
Minister Mamta Bhu-
pesh, the UDAAN 
scheme will be launched 
in the state on Novem-
ber 19. She is engaged in 
a campaign to make this 
scheme a success. The 
scheme is aimed at ad-
dressing issues of  many 
serious diseases of  fe-
males that originate due 
to lack of  cleanliness 
during menstruation.

The Gehlot govt is 
working with commit-
ment to provide equal 
opportunities to the fe-

males in the state with 
an aim that they become 
educated, healthy, capa-
ble & empowered.

But statistics show 
that the cause of  many 
serious diseases in 
women is due to lack of  
hygiene or lack of  
awareness during men-
struation.

With the launch of  
this scheme, wide pub-
licity will also be done, 
as well as the focus will 
be on such women and 
girls, including adoles-
cent girls, women of  the 
working class, women 
living in remote villag-
es who are in dire need 
of  this plan.

Bhupesh to launch UDAAN scheme on Nov 19
ADDRESSING WOMEN’S ISSUES

POONIA CHALKS OUT PLAN TO TAKE ON CONG
BJP prepares a plan to launch more protests at the assembly, district and state level against the state govt in the days to come

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: A meeting of  
state office bearers was 
held at the BJP head-
quarters on Saturday 
where they chalked out 
a plan to launch more 
protests against the 
government in the days 
to come.

According to the 
plan, protests will be 
organised at the assem-
bly, district and state 
level. The meeting was 
chaired by BJP state 
president Satish Poon-
ia, discussions were 
held regarding an em-
powered panel and oth-

er similar programmes. 
During this, a report of  
leaders who went on 
tours was also taken. 
Instructions were giv-
en for the appointment 
of  Panna Pramukhs at 
the earliest.

Poonia will hold an 

organisational meeting 
at BJP headquarters to-
day in which state of-
ficer, district in-charge, 
district president and 
others will be present.

A delegation of  cam-
el rearers from western 
Rajasthan met Poonia 
and put forward its de-
mands. Poonia later 
said that the govern-
ment has scrapped the 
scheme of  camel con-
servation. He said that 
the farmers demanded 
the scheme for econom-
ic benefits available 
during the previous 
government which has 
also been abolished. 

Poonia lashes out at Cong, 
says ‘Gehlot has no future’

Satish Poonia with Chandrashekhar and Ajay Pal Singh at state offi ce bearers meeting in Jaipur. Satish Poonia met a delegation of camel rearers from western 
Rajasthan on Saturday. —PHOTOS BY SANTOSH SHARMA

‘Cong to win bypolls by sweeping majority’
Naresh Sharma

Jaipur: Congress will 
win in Vallabhnagar 
and Dhariyawad assem-

bly con-
s t i t u e n -
cies with 
sweeping 
majority, 
said sen-
ior Con-
g r e s s 

leader Dharmendra 
Rathore. In an exclusive 
interaction with the 
First India, Rathore said 
the public would again 
stamp on CM Ashok Ge-
hlot’s works.

“BJP had put a lot of  

pressure on Pitalia in 
Sahada too but had to 
face defeat badly there. 
Now pressure is also be-
ing put on Kanhaiya 
Meena in Dhariyawad. 
But here the condition 
of  BJP will be the same 
as in Sahada,” he said.

On the issue of  de-
mand for removal of  
names of  Rajput com-
munity people from CBI 
investigation in the in-
vestigation of  Anand 
Pal case, he said that the 
BJP leaders should put 
pressure on the Centre 

in this regard.
He said that the entire 

country has seen corona 
management by CM Ge-
hlot. In the budget also, 
announcements have 
been made for the peo-
ple of  the state, which 
are also being fulfilled. 

Congress disturbing 
communal harmony 
in the country: Poonia
Ramesh Sharma

Sikar: In a fierce at-
tack on Congress, BJP 
state president Satish 
Poonia on Saturday 
said that India would 
have become Taliban 
had the BJP govern-
ment not come to pow-
er in 2014.

He accused the Con-
gress of  disturbing 
communal harmony in 
the country and alleged 
that the party works to 
divide the country on 
religious grounds.

“Had the BJP gov-
ernment not come to 
power in 2014, the coun-
try would have become 
a Taliban by now,” he 
told reporters after at-
tending a religious pro-
gramme on Piprali 
road in Sikar organised 
by MP Swami Sumed-
hanand.

He said that Con-
gress is dividing the 
country in the name of  
caste and religion.

BJP had put a lot of pressure on 
Pitalia in Sahada too but had to 
face defeat badly there. Now 
pressure is also being put on 

Kanhaiya Meena in Dhariyawad. But 
here the condition of BJP will be the same 
as in Sahada.

—Dharmendra Rathore, Congress leader

CHATURVEDI 
HITS OUT AT 
GEHLOT OVER 
RISING CRIME

UNEMPLOYED 
PROTEST AGAINST 
GOVT CONTINUES 
FOR THE 3RD DAY

Ajmer: Former 
state BJP president 
Arun Chaturvedi 
today lambasted the 
Ashok Gehlot-led 
Congress govern-
ment in the state 
over the poor law 
and order situation 
in the state. Blam-
ing the government 
for the rising crime 
graph in the state, he 
said heinous crime 
incidents especially 
against women is 
a matter of grave 
concern. Speaking at 
a media conference, 
Chaturvedi alleged 
that the government 
has failed on all 
fronts and to hide its 
failure, it is now try-
ing to divert people’s 
attention towards 
non-issues. 

Jaipur: The fast of 
the unemployed 
against the alleged 
rigging of REET, Sub 
Inspector and JEN 
recruitment examina-
tion continued for 
the third day. Under 
the banner of Raj Un-
employment Unifi ed 
Federation, a large 
number of unem-
ployed people are 
sitting on a dharna at 
Shaheed Smarak with 
their 21-point de-
mands including CBI 
investigation into the 
REET paper leak. The 
health of Upen Yadav, 
the state president 
of the Federation, 
started deteriorating.13,000 LITRES IMPURE GHEE SEALED 

UNDER ‘SHUDDH KE LIYE YUDDH’
Jaipur: The health department raided shops of 
three ghee traders under the ‘Shuddh ke liye 
yuddh’ campaign on Saturday and sealed 13,000 
litres of ghee in Jaipur. The team has sent the ghee 
sample for investigation. Health Department Direc-
tor and Commissioner Food Safety KK Sharma said 
that three different teams raided different places in 
Jaipur. Raids were conducted at M/s Ganesh Trad-
ing Company in Nirman Nagar, Priyanshi Agency 
at Nahargarh Road and Shri Parshwanath Trading 
Company at Kukkheda Mandi Sikar Road. 

Jalore: Police arrested a man who fi rst stabbed a 
married woman, then fi red at her from an air gun 
inside a moving bus and later climbed up a high-ten-
sion electric pole near Pachanawa under Ahor police 
limits of the district on Saturday. According to police, 
the 27-year-old man Arjun Singh Purohit of Madadi 
village stopped the bus at Pachanawa. After boarding 
the bus, he stabbed the 30-year-old woman of Haraji 
village who was going home from Umedpur.The com-
muters caught hold of him but he managed to escape 
and climbed up the 70-feet high pole. 

27-YEAR-OLD STABS MARRIED WOMAN, 
CLIMBS UP ELECTRIC POLE IN JALORE

Nagaur: The 514th birth anniversary of Rao Jaimal 
Rathore was celebrated on Friday. On this occa-
sion a life size statue of Rao Jaimal Rathore was 
worshiped at Charbhuja Nath and Mirabai temple, 
after which a grand programme was organised in 
Charbhuja hostel. Rao Jaimal has an important place 
in the dignifi ed history of India. Bravery and sacrifi ce 
are the hallmarks of his greatness. This country needs 
such great protectors, in whom the spirit of devotion 
towards the nation is embedded in the mind. The pre-
sent young generation needs to take inspiration from 
the personality of Rao Jaimal, said MP Diya Kumari.

COUNTRY NEEDS PROTECTORS LIKE RAO 
JAIMAL RATHORE, SAYS DIYA KUMARI

NEWS DIGEST

BYPOLLS
2021

Dharmendra Rathore

Contractual doctors 
from Raj protest outside 
AICC headquarters

First India Bureau 

New Delhi: The con-
tractual Ayurveda doc-
tors gathered outside 
the AICC headquarters 
in New Delhi and pro-
tested while CWC meet-
ing was going on inside. 
The ayurveda contrac-
tual doctors went from 
Rajasthan when they 
learnt that CM Ashok 
Gehlot was also attend-
ing the CWC meeting.

The protestors said 
that 1050 contract doc-
tors are working in Raj 
for the last 10 years. De-
partment of  Ayurveda 
has released the recruit-
ment of  597 Ayurveda 
doctors out of  which, 
due to the backlog of  
228 posts, about 700 con-
tractual Ayurveda doc-
tors of  general and OBC 
will be deprived of  reg-
ularisation.

I’ve come long way for 
post of CM: Mathur
Rajiv Gaur

Jodhpur:  Senior BJP 
leader and Rajya Sabha 
MP Om Mathur on Sat-
urday said that he has 
come a long way for the 
post of  Chief  Minister.

Responding to the 
question on BJP state 
president Satish Poonia 
calling himself  out of  
the race to CM post, he 
said, “Don’t compare me 
with Satish Poonia, our 
legislature party de-
cides the chief  minister, 
with which the opinion 
of  the high command is 

associated.”
He categorically said 

that he has come a long 
way from the post of  CM 
and there are many wor-
thy contenders in the 
party for the post.

He visited the resi-
dence of  Union Jal 
Shakti minister Gajen-
dra Singh Shekhawat 
and expressed condo-
lence on the demise of  
his mother.

After paying floral 
tributes, Mathur met 
senior leaders and work-
ers of  the party at cir-
cuit house. 

Contractual doctors protesting outside AICC in New Delhi.

Mamta Bhupesh laid foundation stone of a road at Sikrai.

BENEFIT TO LARGE NUMBER OF WOMEN & GIRLS

Satish Poonia 
will hold an 

organisational 
meeting at BJP 

headquarters 
today

We welcome those who de-
clared us foolish and also wel-
come those who declared us 
mediocre as these people will 

become a factor for the farewell of Con-
gress from Rajasthan in 2023.

—Satish Poonia, BJP State President 
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MINOR GIRL DELIVERS BABY, 
ACCUSED BOOKED & HELD
First India Bureau 

Jaipur: A minor girl 
kidnapped from 
Ajmer has given birth 
to a child in a hospital 
here. The accused 
had kidnapped the 
girl in January and 
taken a house on rent 
for Rs 10,000  a month. 
Ajmer and Jaipur po-

lice reached after the 
birth of  the child was 
detected in hospital.

After investigation, 
the accused has been 
arrested. The girl is 
being treated at the 
hospital.

ASP Ghanshyam 
Sharma said that af-
ter kidnapping the 
minor from Ajmer, 

the accused had 
brought her to Jaipur. 
Ajmer police was 
looking for him for 
the last 10 months. 
The accused kept hid-
ing the minor at 
many places and 
brought to Jaipur 
only a few days back.

Teams of  Ajmer 
and Jaipur police in 

plain clothes were 
investigating and 
tracing the minor, fi-
nally this break 
through happened.

Ajmer police will 
take the teenager 
after she is dis-
charged from the hos-
pital and her state-
ment would be 
recorded in court.

Accused had kidnapped the girl in 
January & kept hiding at places

Accused has been arrested and the 
girl is being treated at the hospital

Rape in school: Headmaster 
arrested, 2 teachers suspended
Jhunjhunu: A head-
master of  a govern-
ment school has been 
arrested for raping a 
Class VII student and 
destroying evidence 
under Singhana po-
lice station area here. 
And two women 
teachers have been 
suspended for trying 
to intimidated the 

victim. Besides, the 
administration re-
moved the entire 
staff. District Collec-
tor UD Khan & SP 
reached.

Assistant Director 
of  Child Empower-
ment Department 
Priya Chaudhary 
said the sacred girl 
and her mother 

didn’t want to go 
to the police. 

M e a n w h i l e , 
the State Child 
Protection Com-
mission chair-
person Sangeeta 
Beniwal sought 
status report 
from the investi-
gating officer in 
three days. —FIB

Virtual schools unleashing 
students’ hidden potential

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: The internal 
tussle in the Rajasthan 
State Olympic Associa-
tion is not dying down.

In the recent instance, 
general secretary of  the 
union Arun Saraswat 
had announced elec-
tions for 4 posts on Oct 
31, while VP Anil Vyas 
completed the unop-
posed election on the 
four posts. 

Saraswat, however, 
said that Vyas had start-
ed the election process 
unconstitutionally. The 
arbitrator appointed by 
the ROA, retired Judge 
of  Raj HC Justice Karni 
Singh Rathore declared 
the meeting unconstitu-
tional and has been 

banned with immediate 
effect, said Saraswat.

“We have completed 
the election process 
keeping in mind all the 
rules. I have been ap-
pointed as chairman, 
Ramotar Jakhar as pres-
ident, Hiranand Kataria 
as VP and Mumtaz Khan 
as executive member. 
But some people are un-
necessarily trying to 
disturb. Our entire ex-
ecutive will now meet on 
Oct 17,” said Vyas. 

Jaipur:  City legisla-
tor Rafiq Khan and 
Heritage mayor 
Munesh Gurjar on 
Saturday laid the 
foundation stone for 
various developmen-
tal works at an esti-
mated cost of  Rs 19 cr 
in different wards 
under Adarsh Nagar 
zone of  the city. Khan 
and Gurjar dedicated 
the development 
work at Ghatgate fire 
station to the people. 
Later, they dedicated 
the Ambedkar Bha-
wan constructed 
near Rotary Circle in 
Transport Nagar to 
public. Deputy may-
or Aslam Farukhi 
also attended.

First India Bureau 

Udaipur: Transport 
minister Pratap Singh 
Khachariyawas has 
slammed the leader of  
opposition Gulabchand 
Kataria for indulging in 
“drama” after his audio 
clip about the BJP tick-
et in the Vallabhnagar 
elections became viral. 
Khachariyawas said 
that BJP leaders are 
masters in drama.

On Friday, an audio 
of  Kataria talking to his 
supporter went viral in 

which he was discuss-
ing about being unable 
to get a ticket for the 
candidate of  his choice 
in Vallabhnagar.

K h a c h a r i y a w a s 
while attending a meet-
ing regarding prepara-
tions for the bypolls on 
two assembly seats at-
tacked the BJP and 
claimed victory of  Con-
gress in both the seats.

He claimed that 
Preeti Shaktawat will 
win by more than 40,000 
votes & Nagraj Meena 
by more than 30k votes. 

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: Schools 
across Raj have start-
ed physical classes, 
but it depends on par-
ents if  they want to 
send their child to 
school, thanks to on-
line learning option 
that exists today.

While some wonder 
if  virtual learning 
will persist post-pan-
demic, First India 
tried to look at the 
positive aspects of  
such mode of  learn-
ing and what impact 
such a shift would 
have on the world’s 
education market. 

STUDENTS ARE BECOMING SELF-DEPENDENT

From enhanced 
retention to less time 

commitment, students 
can attend lectures 
through video confer-
ences, and exchange 
opinions in numerous 
ways. Furthermore, 
teachers have various 
tools and channels for 
communicating and as-

sessing students’ pro-
gress without the risk 
of infection, says Vimal 
Daga, technology expert 
& educator. “Thanks to 
virtual education, youth 
are learning how to 
organise their schedules 
and remain effective 
without parents etra 
effort.”

SHY KIDS GOT 
CONFIDENCE

Some schools 
are taking 

extra measures to 
keep the children 
motivated and farnk, 
many 
shy, 
reserved 
children 
got the 
opportu-
nities to 
fi nd their confi dence 
and blossom which 
might have taken 
longer in physical 
classrooms, says 
Preeti Daga, educa-
tor, and coach. 

510 candidates appear in 
REET re-exam in Alwar

BJP leaders are 
masters in drama: 
Khachariyawas

UDH Min Dhariwal 
inspects unique 
desert park in Jaipur

ROA ROW: Now, ban 
imposed on meeting

Khan, Gurjar
lay stone for
devp works

First India Bureau 

Alwar: The Rajasthan 
Eligibility Examina-
tion for Teacher 
(REET) was held again 
for 600 candidates here 
on Saturday. 

However, 90 aspir-
ants did not appear in 
the exam. The re-exam 
was held in two centres 
SMD School and Jas-
want School in the city.

The test was held 
again as the candidates 
had last time boycotted 
the first paper after ir-
regularities came to 
light in Dhikwad exam 
centre in Mandan.

However, they ap-
peared for the second 
paper after the District 
Collector Nannumal 
Pahadia intervened.

Giving another 
chance for the candi-
dates, Rajasthan Board 
of  Secondary Educa-
tion held the exam. Pa-
hadia himself  and Dis-
trict Education Officer 
Rakesh Sharma moni-
tored the exam.

Abhishek Shrivastava

Jaipur: Urban Develop-
ment and Housing min-
ister Shanti Dhariwal 
inspected the unique 
desert park developed 
in Kishanbagh located 
in Vidyadhar Nagar in 
the capital on Saturday

Preparations are 
afoot to inaugurate the 
park before Diwali by 
Chief  Minister Ashok 
Gehlot. Dhariwal close-
ly inspected the speci-

alities of  the park.
Project advisor 

Pradeep Kishan and 
JDA Commissioner 
Gaurav Goyal briefed 
Dhariwal about the var-
ious attractions in the 
park. Dhariwal said that 
this unique park will be 
included as a tourist 
destination on the world 
map. Jaipur Develop-
ment Authority has de-
veloped ‘Kishanbagh, 
Jaipur ke Dhore’ project 
on 64.30 hectares.

Shivendra Parmar

Jaipur: Rajasthan 
Roadways, suffering 
from huge losses and 
financial constraints 
due to corona period, is 
now hoping to sail out 
of  the situation through 
Rs 500 crore loan pro-
cured recently from the 
government. Due to 
non-payment of  salary 
and pension on time, 
roadways personnel 
and retired personnel 
are also very upset and 
one day strike is called 
on Oct 27.

The roadways man-
agement is feeling that 
taking loan of  Rs 500 
crore will solve most of  
their problems. Till 
now there were many 
speculations regarding 
the utilisation of  this 
loan amount. A road-
map has been prepared 
as to where and how the 
loan amount will be 
used. The management 
has decided that some 
part of  the loan amount 
will be used for salary & 
pension payment.

REET aspirants. —FILE PHOTO

Shanti Dhariwal closely inspected the specialities of the park
along with Gaurav Goyal. —PHOTO BY SUMAN SARKAR

Pratap Singh Khachariyawas attended a joint meeting of the 
City and district rural Congress for upcoming Vallabhnagar 
and Dhariyawad assembly.

Jaipur: The hearing on 
the PIL in the Raj HC 
seeking reholding of 
REET has been fi xed 
from October 18. In 
the court of Justice 
Govardhan Baddar and 
Justice Manoj Kumar 
Vyas, this case has 
been listed at num-
ber 25 as Bhagchand 
Sharma vs The State of 
Rajasthan. A demand 
has been made that 
the result of the exam 
should be stopped 
while giving an interim 
order till its hearing. 

Along with this, a 
demand has been made 
to get the investigation 
of this case done by 
a central investiga-
tive agency. Advocate 
Deepak Kumar of REET 
candidate Bhagchand 
Sharma, who fi led the 
PIL, said that if there 
are no irregularities, 
then why the govern-
ment is conducting the 
examination again in 
Alwar. Along with this, 
many accused and govt 
offi cials and employees 
have been suspended.

PIL ON REET TO BE HEARD FROM OCT 18 

Roadways 
takes `500 
cr loan to get 
over crisis

Jodhpur: Showing a 
goodwill gesture, RCA 
president Vaibhav Ge-
hlot on Saturday offered 
a vehicle to former un-
ion minister Shashi 
Tharoor and family at 
Jodhpur airport where 
the senior Congress 
leader was waiting.

He also sent PCC sec-
retary Shrawan Patel to 
assist Tharoor, who ar-
rived in Jodhpur on a 
personal trip. On reach-
ing Jodhpur, RCA presi-
dent Gehlot was wel-
comed at the airport by 
Sangeeta Beniwal and 
other Congress leaders 
and workers. Tharoor 
was waiting for his car 
and when Gehlot came 
to know about the delay 
in the arrival of  the car, 
he sent a car.

Later, talking to me-
dia, Gehlot said that a 
meeting was held in 
Dubai recently with the 
office bearers of  BCI, in 
which the presidents 
and secretaries of  all 
the states were called. 
He represented Ra-
jasthan in the meeting.

Vaibhav Gehlot 
offers lift to 
Shashi Tharoor

Arun Saraswat
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Credit goes to PM @narendramodi for 
replacing 34 yr old education system 

with New Education Policy #NEP 
comprising holistic fl exible study plans 

& focus on vocation and futuristic 
skills. Had a detailed discussion & 
enriching exchange of views with 
Chairman, #UGC Prof D P Singh.

Ravi Shankar Prasad 
@rsprasad

In a bid to transform Indian defence 
manufacturing, @narendramodi 

govt has taken a big step towards 
Aatmanirbhar Bharat. The creation of 7 
new defence companies will promote 
domestic manufacturing, leading to 
enhanced quality production & self-
suffi ciency in defence preparedness.

SPIRITUAL SPEAK

In a controversy the instant 
we feel anger we have 

already ceased striving for 
the truth, and have begun 

striving for ourselves. 
—Buddha

IN-DEPTH

THE PANDORA 
PAPERS AND 
THE THREAT TO 
DEMOCRACY

he “Pandora Papers,” 
a new investigation 
led by the Interna-
tional Consortium of  
Investigative Jour-

nalists, has fueled outrage 
around the world. Politicians, 
businesspeople, sports stars, and 
cultural icons have been caught 
in the act of  hiding their wealth 
and lying about it. But how likely 
is a reckoning for the lawyers and 
accountants who helped them?

There is nothing new about 
the practices the ICIJ’s investi-
gation uncovered. True, the 
sheer scale, sophistication, and 
legal fire power deployed to al-
low today’s ultra-rich and pow-
erful to game the law may be 
newsworthy. But the only truly 
shocking revelation is that it 
took more than 600 journalists 
from around the world to expose 
these practices, often risking 
their own safety and profession-
al futures. The difficulty of  that 
task attests to how well lawyers, 
legislatures, and courts have 
tilted the law in favor of  elites.

To hide their wealth, today’s 
rich and powerful have availed 
themselves of  centuries-old le-
gal coding strategies. 

SOURCE: PROJECT SYNDICATE

TOP TWEETS

T

o one can survive 
without food. And 
yet, the world’s 
food systems are 
badly in need of  

reform. To ensure universal 
access to adequate nutrition, 
as well as long-term environ-
mental sustainability, we 
need to change how we pro-
duce, process, transport, and 
consume food. World Food 
Day should spur us to con-
sider how to achieve this, and 
to recognize that trade must 
be part of  the solution.

The recent United Nations 
Food Systems Summit high-
lighted not only the need for 
comprehensive reforms, but 
also the key role that govern-
ments must play in improv-
ing how food markets func-
tion. This will require deeper 
international cooperation. 

As the COVID-19 pandemic 
has reminded us, joint action 
is essential to enable all peo-
ple to live healthy and digni-
fied lives.

Barriers to trade in basic 
necessities, such as food and 
medicine, frustrate efforts to 

improve nutrition and 
health, thereby undermining 
the basis of  future prosperi-
ty. By contrast, effective trade 
can reduce hunger and mal-
nutrition not only by ensur-
ing the delivery of  food sup-
plies, but also by creating 
decent work and raising in-
comes.

The urgency of  the prob-
lem has become undeniable. 
We already know that cli-
mate change is altering tem-
perature and precipitation 
patterns and leading to more 
frequent and extreme weath-
er events – all of  which can 
wreak havoc on food produc-
tion. In such an unstable and 
unpredictable context, global 
food markets provide a life-
line to countries or regions 
facing sudden shocks.

SOURCE: PROJECT SYNDICATE

TRADE AND THE 
FUTURE OF FOOD

 The urgency of the 
problem has become 

undeniable. We already 
know that climate change 

is altering temperature and 
precipitation patterns and 
leading to more frequent 
and extreme weather 
events – all of which 
can wreak havoc on 

food production

N

BR AMBEDKAR
A MAN OF HIGH INTELLECT

he four greatest Indians of  
the 20th century were Ma-
hatma Gandhi, Rabindranath 
Tagore, Jawaharlal Nehru 
and BR Ambedkar.

Bhim Rao Ambedkar was 
born on April 14, 1891 in Mhow, 
cantonment area near Indore.

After several years I am re-
reading Narendra Jadhav’s 
monumental biography of  
Dr. Ambedkar. On the other 
side of  the title page, appears 
in red ink a quotation of  Dr. 
Ambedkar. I shall quote it 
later in the article.

He vigorously opposed Ma-
hatma Gandhi in particular 
and the Congress in general. 
He also became a member of  
the Viceroy’s Executive Coun-
cil. How then did he become an 
important member of  Nehru’s 
Cabinet? Before his name was 
included in the ministerial 
panel, Jawaharlal Nehru and 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
drove to Bhangi colony to get 
Gandhiji’s approval. The Ma-
hatma has no objection. Not 
only that, he suggested that 
Ambedkar should be made 
Chairman of  the Constitution 
Drafting Committee.

BR Ambedkar had a razor 
sharp intellect. With due re-
spect, neither Nehru nor Pa-
tel can be included in the 
same intellectual league.

The quotation I referred to 
reads: “On January 26, 1950 
we are going to enter into a life 
of  contradiction. In politics 
we will have quality and in 
social and economic life we 
shall have inequality. In poli-
tics we will be recognizing one 
man one vote and one vote one 
value. In our social and eco-
nomic structure, continue to 
deny the principle of  one man 
one value. How long shall we 
continue to live this life of  
contradiction? How long shall 
we continue to deny equality 
in our social and economic 
life? If  we continue to deny it 
for long, we shall do so only 
putting our political democ-
racy in peril. We must remove 
this contradiction at the earli-
est possible moment or else 
those who suffer from ine-
quality will blow up this struc-
ture which this Assembly has 
so laboriously built up.”

On his fiftieth birthday- 
April 14, 1942 celebrations 
were held in many places. 
The Marathi and English 
newspapers offered him 
warm facilitations for all that 
had for the Depressed classes.

VD Savarkar was fulsome 
in praising Ambedkar, 
“Ambedkar’s personality, eru-
dition capacity to lead and 

organise would have by them-
selves marked him out as an 
outstanding asset to our na-
tion. But in addition to the 
inestimable services he has 
rendered to our Motherland 
in trying to stamp out un-
touchability and the results 
he has achieved in instilling 
a manly spirit of  self-confi-
dence in millions of  the De-
pressed Classes, constitute an 
abiding, patriotic as well as 
humanitarian achievement. 
The very fact of  the birth of  
such a towering personality 
among the so-called untouch-
able castes could not but lib-
erate their souls from self-
depression and animate them 
to challenge the supereroga-
tory claim of  the so-called 
untouchables”. This from a 
Chitpavan Brahmin!

A few weeks before his 
death he issued a press note 
announcing his conversion 
to Buddhism. The date and 
time were mentioned. The 
event would be observed at 
Nagpur on Dussehra, Octo-
ber 14, 1956, between 9 and 

11. Am. Dr. Ambedkar 
passed away in Delhi on 6 
December 1956 in Delhi. He 
was sixty five years of  age.

For me the final of  the IPL 
on Friday was a let down. 
The Kolkata Knight Riders 
should have won the game. 
Their bowlers let them down. 
Lockie Ferguson, who bowls 
at over 145 miles an hour, av-
eraged 14 runs per over, with-
out taking a wicket.

MS Dhoni, forty years of  
age won the fourth IPL for 
Chennai Super Kings. This 
was his 300th T-20 match. 
He is a master of  tactics 
and strategy. Even under 
intense pressure he re-
mains unruffled. He in-
spires. Undoubtedly the 
best cricket captain India 
has produced. Congratula-
tions on your victory.

Dr Manmohan Singh and I 
have known each other since 
the 1970s. He is three years 
younger than me. He is en-
dowed with exceptional qual-
ities of  head and heart.

I am more than distressed 
by the indisposition of  my 
former boss. I have not the 
slightest doubt that he will 
be back home at the earliest 
and resume his daily walks 
in his garden.

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY 

THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL

T
K NATWAR SINGH

The author is Former Minister 
of External Affairs of India

BR Ambedkar had a 
razor sharp intellect.
With due respect, neither 
Nehru nor Patel can be 
included in the same 

intellectual league

VD Savarkar was fulsome 
in praising Ambedkar, 

“Ambedkar’s personality, 
erudition capacity to lead 

and organise would have by 
themselves marked him out 

as an outstanding asset to 
our nation. But in addition 

to the inestimable services 
he has rendered to our 

Motherland in trying to 
stamp out untouchability 

and the results he has 
achieved in instilling a 

manly spirit of self-
confidence in millions of the 
Depressed classes, constitute 
an abiding, patriotic as well 

as humanitarian 
achievement.”
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New Delhi: The gov-
ernment sources on 
Saturday said that the 
country will have a 
COVID-19 vaccine ca-
pacity of  28 crore doses 
this month, which in-
cludes 22 crore Serum 
Institute of  India`s (SII) 
Covishield, 6 crore dos-
es of  Bharat Biotech`s 
Covaxin and produc-
tion of  60 lakh Zydus 
Cadila’s ZyCoV-D doses.

According to a report 
in ANI, India will have 
a capacity of  more than 
30 crores by next year 
per month, which in-

cludes Covishield, Cov-
axin, ZyCoV-D and Bio-
logical E vaccines.  The 
sources also revealed 
that the production of  

60 lakh doses of  Zydus 
Cadila`s ZyCoV-D, the 
third Indian company 
to make COVID-19 vac-
cines, is already ready 

with the company and 
Biological E will be sub-
mitting the data till No-
vember end of  phase -3 
trials. 

India to procure over 30 cr vax doses per month
BOOSTING UP FROM JAN



India will have a 
capacity of more 

than 30 crores 
by next year per 

month, which 
includes 

Covishield, 
Covaxin, 

ZyCoV-D and 
Biological E, 
said sources

CRUCIAL READ

UP POLLS: CONG APPOINTS ADDITIONAL 
OFFICE-BEARERS TO STATE UNIT

UNSEEN EMERGENCY LIKE SITUATION 
IS BEING CREATED IN PUNJAB: DY CM 

I-T DEPARTMENT RAIDS IMPORTERS 
IN NCR, HARYANA AND WEST BENGAL

New Delhi: Ahead of the assembly elections in Uttar 
Pradesh, Cong Prez Sonia Gandhi on Saturday ap-
proved the proposal for the appointment of additional 
offi ce-bearers to the state unit of the party with 
immediate effect. Congress appointed Upendra Singh, 
Maqsood Khan and Jaywant Singh as vice presidents 
of UPCC, while Dinesh Kumar Singh was appointed 
as general secretary organisation, a party statement 
said. The party also appointed 12 additional general 
secretaries and 11 secretaries in the state unit.

Amritsar: Slamming the Centre for extending the 
jurisdiction of Border Security Force (BSF), Punjab 
Deputy CM Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa on Saturday 
alleged that an “unseen emergency like situation” is 
being created in Punjab. Randhawa’s remarks came 
during his visit to the Ajnala area of Amritsar that bor-
ders Pakistan. Speaking to media, the deputy CM said, 
“Unseen emergency like situation is being created in 
Punjab, which will never be tolerated. Punjab is safe 
in the hands of the Punjab Police. The Centre should 
instead focus on drugs, weapons and drones coming 
from across the border. “

New Delhi: Income Tax (I-T) department’s searches 
in National Capital Region (NCR), Haryana and West 
Bengal have revealed large scale under-invoicing of 
imports. Goods imported through shell companies 
shown as valuing Rs 20 crore could actually be worth 
over Rs 2,000 crore, the I-T department said on Satur-
day. “Though the value of imports declared at the port 
of entry by the use of such shell entities in the past 
3 years is about Rs 20 crore, it is estimated that the 
actual value during this period could be more than Rs 
2,000 crore given the scale of massive under-valuation 
detected,” an offi cial statement said.

PM MODI TO ADDRESS 82ND EDITION OF 
MANN KI BAAT ON OCTOBER 24

MUMBAI POLICE LOOKING FOR DAWOOD 
IBRAHIM’S AIDE IN EXTORTION CASE

‘DISBALANCE BETWEEN RSS, CENTRE ON 
NATIONAL POPULATION POLICY ISSUE’

New Delhi: PM Modi will address the 82nd episode of 
his monthly radio programme ‘Mann Ki Baat’ on Oct 

24. The programme 
will be broadcast on 
the entire network of 
AIR and Doordarshan 
and also on AIR News 
and mobile app. “ “This 
month, the #MannKiBaat 

programme will take place on the 24th. I invite you all to 
share your ideas for this month’s episode. 

Mumbai: Mumbai Police’s Crime Branch on Friday informed 
that it is now looking for underworld don Dawood Ibrahim’s 

aide Riyaz Bhati who has 
been named in the FIR 
against former Mumbai 
Police Commissioner Param 
Bir Singh in an extortion 
case. “Riyaz Bhati’s name is 
also mentioned in the same 

FIR which has been registered against Param Bir Singh in an ex-
tortion case. But Bhati has disappeared since the crime branch 
called him for interrogation,the police said. Police alleged that 
Bhati used to collect money from bar and send it Sachin Waze.

New Delhi: Senior Congress leader and Chhattisgarh 
in-charge PL Punia has claimed that there is a lack of 

coordination between 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS) and the 
ruling Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) at the Centre. 
Reacting to RSS chief 
Mohan Bhagwat’s annual 

Dussehra address, the Congress leader claimed, “There 
is a disbalance in RSS and BJP-led Central government”. 
He further claimed that the Centre had refused to draft a 
national population policy in an affi davit to Supreme Court.

NSG IS WORLD-CLASS FORCE
TO TACKLE TERRORISM: SHAH
New Delhi : Union 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Saturday greet-
ed the elite National Se-
curity Guard (NSG) 
force on its 37th raising 
day, saying it is a “world-
class trained force to 
tackle all facets of  ter-
rorism” and the coun-
try is proud of  its 
troops.

The elite striking 
force, the NSG was es-
tablished in 1984 after 
the Union Cabinet de-
cided to create a ‘Fed-
eral Contingency Force’ 
that was ‘well trained to 
tackle various manifes-
tations of  terrorism.
Every year, the Raising 
Day of  the NSG is cele-
brated on October 16. 
This year marks the 
37th anniversary of  the 
establishment of  the 
NSG, popularly known 
as Black Cats.” Greet-
ings to our brave NSG 
personnel on their 37th 

Raising Day. NSG is a 
world-class trained 
force to tackle all facets 
of  terrorism. This for-
midable force has left 
no stone unturned to 
live up to its motto ‘Sar-
vatra Sarvottam Surak-
sha’. India is proud of  
NSG black cats,” the 
Home Minister tweeted.   
NSG is intended to be 
deployed in exceptional 
circumstances only and 
is not meant to take 
over the functions of  
other paramilitary forc-
es or state police forces.
It has six operational 
centres, with plans for 
the seventh one in 
Pathankot. The NSG is 
capable of  handling a 
variety of  high-pres-
sure situations such as 
terrorist attacks, hos-
tage captivity and hi-
jackings. It also used to 
handle VIP security in 
the country, by the Cen-
tral goverment.

NSG IS 
INTEGRAL PART 
OF SECURITY

M inister of State 
for Home Affairs 

Nityanad Rai on Saturday 
said that the National 
Security Guard (NSG) 
is a part of the indepen-
dent security policy of 
the country, brought by 
PM Modi. Speaking at 
the 37th foundation day, 
he said after a long gap, 
an independent security 
policy was formulated 
by Modi which has 
brought about security 
and peace in the country. 
Rai also said that the 
NSG has also participat-
ed in the plantation drive 
and planted over one 
lakh trees.Union Home Minister Amit Shah. —PHOTO BY ANI

‘SMUGGLING OF ARMS VIA DRONES, CONVENTIONAL TERROR ACTS’
Manesar: National Security Guard Director General MA Ganapathy on Saturday 
said various threat perceptions are being noticed in the country and major one 
among them is linked to terrorism. While speaking on the even of 37th Raising 
Day Ganapathy said “conventional terror activities at a few places in the country 
and use of drones for carrying payloads and smuggling of arms are being ana-
lyzed among major terror threat perceptions.Drone warfare is a new challenge for 
everyone and we will have to technologically upgrade ourselves. We have almost 
upgraded ourselves to deal with the drone challenges but the major issue is that 
every force needs to enhance its anti-drone capabilities be it a borders.

58.98 CR SAMPLES TESTED FOR COVID

Greetings to our brave NSG 
personnel on their 37th Raising 
Day says Union Home Min Shah

New Delhi: Following a 
series of  communal vi-
olence in Bangladesh 
which led to the killings 
of  several people, Akhil 
Bhartiya Hindu Mahas-
abha President Swami 
Chakrapani on Satur-
day urged the Interna-
tional Human Rights 
Commission and the 
Centre to raise an issue 
on an international 
level.

Taking cognisance of  
the violence, he said 
that he has written let-
ters to the UN but al-
leged that the interna-
tional body is silent on 
the matter. 

“It is very unfortu-
nate that the way Hindu 
minority has been tar-
geted in Bangladesh for 
the past few days.

We have sent letters 
to the United Nations so 
many times asking 
them to safeguard the 
minority Hindus in 
countries like Pakistan, 
Bangladesh and other 
counties and issue an 
advisory against it. But 
United Nations is qui-
et,” Chakrapani told. A 
mob allegedly attacked 
an ISKCON temple.

ABHP speaks 
on B’desh 
Violence case

Nagpur: BJP leader 
and LoP Maharashtra assem-
bly Devendra Fadnavis 
on Saturday slammed 
Maharashtra CM Ud-
dhav Thackeray over 
his allegation that the 
Centre is using the 
drugs-on-cruise case to 
defame the state. 

Fadnavis said, Today, 
drugs are cancer that 
has afflicted our youth. 
I want to ask you 
(Thackeray) if  you are 
on the side of  drugs con-
sumers, drugs sellers or 
on the side of  those who 
want to destroy this 
evil.” The BJP leader 
added that Thackeray 
should worry about the 
corruption in his govt. 

Fadnavis Slams Thackeray 
Over Anti-Centre Remarks

NCB RAIDS 3 LOCATIONS IN MUMBAI

Somaiya burns 
‘Ravan’, targets MVA
Mumbai: Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) leader 
Kirit Somaiya held a 
programme to burn an 
effigy of  Ravan, claim-
ing that it symbolised 
the corruption of  the 
Maha Vikas Aghadi 
(MVA) government in 
Maharashtra, in Mu-
lund area in Mumbai, 
on Friday. The Mumbai 
police issued a notice to 
Somaiya after the inci-
dent, which he refused 
to accept. The BJP lead-
er alleged that the Chief  
Minister Uddhav 
Thackeray and Nation-
alist Congress Party 
(NCP) chief  Sharad Pa-
war have tried hard to 
stop and send Mumbai 

Police illegally to his 
place, but they did not 
succeed.  ‘We ultimately 
succeed in our purpose, 
whatever Thackrey 
wants to do he can do. 
He can put me behind 
the bars or can send me 
to Andaman, I don’t 
care. To save 12.50 crore 
Maharashtra people 
from this corrupt gov-
ernment, if  they send 
me to Andamans, I will 
go’, the BJP leader told 
the reporters.

BJP plans PM Modi’s rally in Varanasi forward for UP polls
New Delhi: The 
Bharatiya Janata So-
cial gathering is plan-
ning to organise an 
enormous rally to be 
addressed by PM Modi 
in Varanasi quickly. 
Sources within the get 
together mentioned 
that the UP unit of  the 
get together is engaged 
on dates with the Prime 

Minister’s Workplace to 
finalise the huge gath-
ering in his Lok Sabha 
constituency. 

The transfer comes 
days after Congress Ba-
sic Secretary Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra ad-
dressed an enormous 
gathering in Kashi on 
October 10. Sources 
said that the BJP hopes 

that the Prime 
Minister`s rally in Var-
anasi is predicted to 
spice up its possibilities 
within the state. Many 
within the get together 
imagine that having the 
Prime Minister tackle the 
folks of  Kashi will neu-
tralise the “little” buzz 
that Priyanka Gandhi 
Vadra`s go to had created.

Leh Ladak : Amid ten-
sions over build-up by 
the Chinese across the 
Line of  Actual Control 
in Eastern Ladakh and 
reluctance to resolve re-
maining issues between 
the two countries, Indi-
an Air Force (IAF) chief  
Air Chief  Marshal VR 
Chaudhari is visiting 
forward areas in 
Ladakh to review the 
operational prepared-
ness of  troops deployed 
there.

The IAF chief  had 
himself  flown sorties in 
the MiG-29 fighter jets 

over the Eastern 
Ladakh sector when he 
was the Western Air 
Command chief. In 

view of  the Chinese 
buildup, the Indian 
Army has also bol-
stered its preparations.

IAF chief in Ladakh to review 
the preparedness of troops

 Chief Marshal VR Chaudhari.

LoP Maharashtra assembly Devendra Fadnavis.

UP TEAM ALIGNED
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First India Bureau 

Jodhpur: Several BJP 
and Congress leaders 
including UP’s Jal 
Shakti Minister Mahen-
dra Singh, Rajya Sabha 
MP Om Mathur and 
RCA president Vaibhav 
Gehlot on Saturday vis-
ited the residence of  
Union Jal Shakti Minis-
ter Gajendra Singh 
Shekhawat to expressed 
condolence on the de-
mise of  his mother.

Leaders from several 
states visited Shekha-

wat and paid floral trib-
utes to his mother.

Apart from leaders 
like Om Mathur and 
Vaibhav Gehlot, many 

MPs, MLAs, Sarpanch, 
Pradhan, representa-
tives of  social organisa-
tions visited the resi-
dence of  Shekhawat 

and expressed grief. 
They met Gajendra Sin-
gh Shekhawat and his 
father Shankar Singh 
Shekhawat. During 

their visit to Shekh-
wat’s residence leaders  
garlanded the portrait 
of  the departed soul 
and paid tributes.

Leaders pay tributes to GS Shekhawat’s mother in Jodhpur
CONDOLENCE MEET



Om Mathur, 
Vaibhav Gehlot 

and many 
MPs, MLAs, 

representatives
of organisations

visited the
residence of

Shekhawat and
expressed grief

SPEEDING CAR KILLS 3 IN BHARATPUR
First India Bureau

Bharatpur: A speed-
ing car crushed three 
persons standing on the 
road on Saturday morn-
ing under Sever police 
station area of  Bharat-
pur. Among the dead 
were the owner and the 
driver of  the trailer. 
Third person who 
killed in the accident, 
was accompanied them.

The accident took 
place between villages 
Mahua and Sinpini un-
der Sever police station 
area. Another person 
Rashid who was also 
with them got injured 
in the accident. Rashid 
said that he was taking 
marble from Kis-

hangarh and lime from 
Jodhpur in two trailers. 
The trailer of  marble 
was to go to Orissa and 
the trailer of  lime was 
bound for Calcutta. He 
was accompanied with 
Zafaru Khan, the owner 
of  both the trailers.

Suddenly, a trailer 
got punctured and they 
stopped the vehicle to 
change the wheel. Kur-
sheed, Zafaru and Kam-
lesh were checking the 
wheel of  the trailer 
when a car came at 
high speed and hit them 
and went away. 

The doctors declared 
Kursheed and Zafaru 
brought dead while 
Kamlesh died during 
treatment.

TWO BIKE-RIDERS KILLED IN 
ROAD ACCIDENT IN BHARATPUR
Bharatpur: Two bike-borne youth were killed when a 
vehicle hit them late Friday night under under the Baya-
na police station in Bharatpur. The deceased Sonu had 
an auto parts shop in Govardhan. Another deceased 
Harkesh used to work in his shop. After closing the 
shop, Sonu was going to drop Harkesh to his house 
when an unknown vehicle hit both of them from behind 
near Samogar bridge on Bayana Hindaun State Mega 
Highway. The passers-by took both the injured to the 
hospital in Bayana where Harkesh was declared dead 
by the doctor and Sonu died during treatment.

Ajmer: The driver and conductor of a private travel bus were killed after collision with a 
trailer on the Ajmer-Beawar National Highway. There were a total of 24 people in the bus 
and 20 passengers were injured. The deceased were identifi ed as residents of Manda, 
Marwar Junction and Sojat, Pali. Due to the accident, the conductor and the driver sitting 
in the cabin of the bus died on the spot. On receiving the information, the police took out 
the passengers from the emergency gate and took them to the Government Amritkaur 
Hospital in Beawar.

DRIVER, 
CONDUCTOR 

DIE IN BUS-
TRAILER 

COLLISION 

THE TRUCK WAS PARKED OFF-ROAD AND VICTIMS WERE CHANGING WHEEL WHEN CAR CRUSHED THEM

Four girls drown in 
pond in Chittorgarh
PK Agarwal

Chittorgarh: Four 
cousin sisters drowned 
in a pond while taking 
bath in Rajasthan’s 
Chittorgarh district on 
Saturday, police said.

They had gone for a 
picnic in their agricul-
ture farm where rain-
water was accumulated 
in a pit. The girls start-
ed taking bath and 
slipped into deep wa-
ters and drowned, the 
police said.

The bodies were 
fished out with the help 
of  villagers and handed 
over to family members 
after post-mortem.

The deceased were 
identified as Nisha (22), 
Asha (24), Nikki (18) 
and Chinki (16).

2 KIDS DROWN

No power cuts in Raj, says ACS Subodh
First India Bureau

Jaipur: Power supply 
was uninterrupted in 
urban and rural areas 
of  Rajasthan on Satur-
day as there was no 
power cut anywhere.

At the same time, 
electricity generation 
in one more unit of  Su-
ratgarh thermal power 
plant started, a senior 
official said.

Additional Chief  Sec-
retary- Energy Dr. Sub-
odh Agarwal informed 
that in the midst of  
shortage of  coal supply 
and power crisis in the 

state, the situation has 
continuously improved 
due to the efforts of  the 

state government.He 
said that from October 
6 to 15, the subsidiaries 

of  Coal India NCL and 
SECL supplied 65 racks 
of  coal while 101 racks 

were dispatched from 
PKCL of  the state 
government.“This has 
been possible due to the 
high level initiative and 
efforts of  Chief  Minis-
ter Ashok Gehlot,” he 
said.The officer in-
formed that during the 
discussions with the 
Coal Secretary, Power 
Secretary and Environ-
ment Secretary in New 
Delhi recently, the 
State’s side was effec-
tively presented, on 
which the Central gov-
ernment gave clear in-
dications to increase 
the supply of  coal.

‘EFFORTS PAY’

The truck was parked off-road when accident occurred near 
Bharatpur on Saturday morning.

Police team investigating at the incident site in Chittorgarh.

At the same time, electricity generation in one more unit of 
Suratgarh thermal power plant started.

First India Bureau

Jaipur: Despite the ban 
on transfers from Sep-
tember 30 midnight, 
some departments are 
flouting it. Reacting 
sternly in the matter, 
Chief  Secretary Niran-
jan Arya has issued a 
circular and instructed 
the Additional Chief  
Secretaries of  the de-
partments, Principal 
Secretaries or Secretar-
ies and HODs to abide 
by the circular. The cir-
cular is deemed applica-
ble to all corporations/
divisions and autono-
mous bodies in the 
state.

As part of  the circu-
lar issued by the Ad-
ministrative Reforms 
Department (ARD), de-
partments have been 
directed to practise cau-
tion and not transfer 
the employees and offi-
cials to their desired 
places by putting them 
under ‘awaiting posting 
order’ category.

The circular said 
some departments were 
still issuing transfer or-
ders and sending them 
to the ARD. It also men-
tions that if  it is urgent 
for a department to 
transfer employee, then 
the proposal has to be 
sent to the ARD.

CS cautions 
depts to stop 
transfers 
during ban

First India Bureau

Jodhpur: A CCTV foot-
age showing Ratanada 
SHO Leelaram hitting 
the window of  the car 
driven by gangster Love-
ly Kandara, with the butt 
of  his pistol has sur-
faced.

Lovely was sitting 
with some of  his friends 
in the car in Ratanada 
area. The police team ar-
rived suddenly and sur-
rounded the gangster’s 
car. The police tried to 
catch him but Lovely’s 
accomplice took the car 
away from there. During 
this, the SHO, who was in 
uniform, also hit the win-
dow of  the vehicle with 
the butt of  his pistol. Af-
ter this, the police team 
chased the gangster’s car. 
Both the vehicles were 
running at high speed 
through busy roads. 
Lovely’s car stopped af-
ter hitting a motorcycle. 
Both the vehicles were 
side by side. Lovely 
opened fire at the police.

PROTEST AGAINST 
ENCOUNTER 
CONTINUES

Lovely encounter: New 
CCTV footage surfaces

Vaibhav Gehlot paying tributes to GS Shekhawat’s mother.

OM Mathur paying tributes to GS Shekhawat’s mother. Diya Kumari paying tributes to GS Shekhawat’s mother. 

LS Speaker Om Birla listens 
grievances of people at Kota
Bhanwar S. Charan

Kota: Lok Sabha Speak-
er Om Birla on Satur-
day heard the grievanc-
es of  people of  his con-
stituency during a pub-
lic hearing conducted at 
the Speaker’s Camp Of-
fice in Kota’s Shakti Na-
gar.

He listened to the 
complaints of  people 
and issued directions to 
officials concerned to 
resolve the matters. 
Many people from Kota-
Bundi parliamentary 
constituency had come 
to the public hearing.

People of  Kocharia 

village of  Bundi also 
reached to thank the 
Lok Sabha speaker for 
providing electricity in 
the village. A different-
ly abled man Ritesh 
also reached the camp 
office hoping for help.

Birla not only met 
him but also arranged a 

loan for Ritesh by talk-
ing to the officials for 
employment along with 
arranging a tricycle.

On the occasion, Bir-
la also launched a cam-
paign under which 
earthen lamps will be 
prepared by disabled, 
widow and needy wom-
en and these will be dis-
tributed among the gen-
eral public. Birla is on a 
three-day visit to his 
parliamentary constitu-
ency. He will participate 
in various programs 
including Annual Gen-
eral Meeting of  Kota 
Nagrik Sahakari Bank 
Limited on Sunday. 

File  picture of victims.

Mukesh Mathrani

Barmer: So far multiple 
attempts have been 
failed in getting green 
nod for the much talked 
Jaisalmer-Bhabhar rail 
line. Veteran leaders like 
Chief  Minister Ashok 
Gehlot, former CM 
Vasundhara Raje and 
many other leaders have 
attempted for this rail 
link, but failed. But now, 
BJP MP from Barmer 
and Union minister of  
state for agricultural 
and farmers’ welfare 
Kailash Choudhary has 
pitched for this project. 
In such a scenario now it 
is interesting to see 

whether the Union min-
ister would be able to get 
this train on track or not.

Kailash Choudhary 
recently met Union 
Rail Minister Ashwini 
Kumar and demanded 
three rail projects 
including sanction 
for Jaisalmer-Bhabhar 
rail line.

Now, Barmer MP pitches for 
Jaisalmer-Bhabhar rail link

Kailash Choudhary Om Birla listening the 
problems of people in Kota

New CCTV footage of encounter surfaced.

Injured in a hospital



Review and re-evaluation is an 
important daily habit for a good 
leader, of his own actions and 

those of his team. 
—Jagdeesh Chandra, CEO & Editor-in-Chief, First India
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New Delhi: Dr. Raghu 
Sharma, the Health 
Minister of  Rajasthan 
and in-charge of  Guja-
rat and Daman and Diu 
Congress, has targeted 
the leaders of  the dis-
gruntled G-23 faction of  
Congress without nam-
ing them. Raghu Shar-
ma, while targeting the 
leaders of  G-23 demand-
ing change of  leader-
ship in the party, said 
that under the leader-
ship of  Cong Prez Sonia 
Gandhi, the UPA govt 
has been formed at the 
Center for 10 consecu-
tive years and one 

should not forget this.
Talking to the media 

after the Congress Work-
ing Committee(CWC) 
meeting in Delhi, Shar-
ma said, “There is a way 
in the party to raise any 
issue. Any issue wheth-
er raised by a small lead-
er or a big leader. There 
is a way to raise it on the 
party platform. If  you 
are raising the same is-
sue on the road, then 
you are breaking the dis-
cipline of  the organiza-
tion. If  you say the same 
thing with the party 
leadership, then it is jus-
tified. Talk on the right 

platform.”
Sharma stressed that  

that everyone has full 
faith in the leadership 
of  Sonia Gandhi and the 
party is united under 
her leadership. “Change 
in power is a constant 
phenomenon. We also 
have been in power for 
10-yrs in the center and 
for 7-yrs BJP is ruling in 
the center. Time will 
definitely change. At 
this time the party has 
to fight unitedly with 
the Modi govt. Time will 
definitely change and 
Congress party will be-
come the voice of  the 

poor.” he said.
Sharma also stressed 

that indiscipline is not 
tolerated in the party. 
On the question of  So-
nia Gandhi giving a 
blunt answer to the dis-
satisfied leaders, Guja-
rat in-charge Sharma 

said, “The party which 
will have discipline, will 
achieve success. Disci-
pline is necessary to run 
any organization and 
indiscipline cannot be 
tolerated under any cir-
cumstances.”

Sharma said that 

Cong is the soul of  this 
country and from the 
very beginning, is work-
ing for the poor. On the 
appeal of  CM Gehlot to 
make Rahul Gandhi the 
prez, Raghu Sharma 
said that not only the 
Gehlot but the members 
of  all the working com-
mittee have the feeling 
that Rahul Gandhi 
should be given the com-
mand of  the prez. “All 
the senior-junior lead-
ers had one opinion in 
the working committee 
meeting. However, Ra-
hul Gandhi is working 
hard for the party with-

out any post and is 
working to surround the 
Modi govt on all issues,” 
he said.

Sharma however 
avoided questions relat-
ed to the issue of  Ra-
jasthan, and said that 
there is no 
d i s c u s -
sion on 
such is-
sues in the 
w o r k i n g 
commit-
t e e 

meeting. “How to 
strengthen the party 
has been discussed in 
the meeting” he said.

There is a way in Congress to raise issues, says Dr Sharma on G-23

Aditi Nagar

New Delhi: In what 
could be termed as a ma-
jor political develop-
ment, concerning Ra-
jasthan, merely hours 
after the all important 
CWC meeting ended, 
Chief  Minister Ashok 
Gehlot reached 12, Tu-
ghlaq lane - the resi-
dence of  Rahul Gandhi 
- with Priyanka Gandhi, 
General Secretary Or-
ganization KC Venugo-
pal and state in-

charge Ajay Maken, the 
leaders who were part 
of  the three member 
committee formed to ad-
dres issues raised by 
Sachin Pilot during his 
rebellion. 

It was after a wait 
spanning months that 
the much awaited mo-
ment occurred as al-
though CM was sched-
uled to visit Delhi to sort 
out pending issues of  
Rajasthan - Cabinet ex-
pansion and political ap-
pointments - but owing 

to various issues, co-

rona crisis and Gehlot’s 
own health - the move 
could not be made. 

However, on Satur-
day night, Gehlot met 
Rahul with other senior 
leaders alongside and 
held a one and a half  
hour long discussion 
with him, during which 
the pending issues re-
garding Rajasthan were 
discussed in detail, 
however, no decision 
was taken on cabinet 
expansion.  Gehlot had 
taken along his ‘home-
work’ and similarly 

Maken also presented 
the ‘homework’ done by 
him and the issues 
raised by Pilot camp 
were discussed.

Highly placed sources 
reveal that cabinet ex-
pansion will be done 
soon, but the oath 
taking ceremony will 
be held only after the 
result of  the two as-
sembly bypolls. In fact, 
sources claim, that the 
‘change’ will not be a 
major one and Pilot 
camp leaders and 
few others could 

be adjusted for now.
Interestingly, there 

was no formal informa-
tion about the future of  
Sachin Pilot, whether 
he will get any respon-
sibility in state govern-
ment or otherwise. Ac-
cording to gehlot camp, 
Pilot will get a respon-
sibility in the AICC and 
therefore, no ‘fool-
proof ’ outcome of  the 
meeting was met and 
such meetings can be 
held in the future too. 

Meanwhile, after 
the meeting 

CM Gehlot 
left Delhi 
via plane 

for 
Jaipur.

From Pg 1...

While on Saturday, the 
CWC meet saw several 
major developments, 
like Sonia Gandhi lay-
ing it bare that she is a 
full time president and 
not an interim presi-
dent of  the party, and 
G-23 being completely 
opposed ‘tooth and nail’ 
by the Gandhi family 
loyalists; another im-
portant development 
occurred when Con-
gress leaders gave im-
petus to Ashok Gehlot’s 
appeal to Rahul Gandhi 
to take up the mantle of  
party presidency. 

Gehlot, echoing An-
tony’s proposal and being 
one of  the top leaders, 
said, “Rahul Gandhi 
should become the Presi-
dent and a message 
should go in the organiza-
tion that Rahul Gandhi is 
becoming the president 
yet again. Congress has a 
rich history and I sup-
port AK Antony’s pro-
posal. Rahulji should 
come and handle the af-

fairs, considering the 
current situation in the 
nation. Every Congress 
worker and leader also 
demands of  it.” It was af-
ter this that all Congress 
leaders in CWC support-
ed Gehlot’s call. Chattis-
garh CM Bhupesh Baghel 
also supported Gehlot’s 
appeal and said, “All of  us 
appeal to you to take the 
position.” Infact, only af-
ter all the leaders, in uni-
son, gave support to Ge-
hlot’s appeal, did Rahul’s 
sister - on whom he relies 
for political decisions too 
- Priyanka Gandhi, too 
nudged her brother to 
take on the mantle. 

Interestingly, highly 
placed sources reveal 

that during the meet, Ge-
hlot also remembered 
the ‘days gone by’ when 
he spent ten months 
with Rahul Gandhi, and 
as General secretary, he 
had toured extensively 
with Rahul while the 
duo also engaged in cam-
paigning in Gujarat elec-
tions. “I still remember 
the Coffee and Dhaba 
food with Rahul ji.”

Notably, while four 
leaders from Rajasthan 
took part in the CWC, 
only two were given 
time to speak. CM 
Ashok Gehlot and 
Raghuveer Singh Mee-
na. Meena also gave 
complete support to 
Gehlot’s appeal.

CM GEHLOT MEETS RAHUL,
DISCUSSES RAJ ‘ISSUES’! 

“I remember Dhaba 
food with Rahul ji”

Priyanka, KC Venugopal and Ajay Maken also attend the closed door meet

AKHILESH WANTS 
TO FOLLOW THE 
PATH OF ‘SOFT 
HINDUTVA’

Finally, after a long 
wait, few days back 

Akhilesh Yadav left his 
house to carry out his 
‘Samajwadi Vijay Yatra’ 
riding a ‘chariot’ cost-
ing a whopping five 
crores rupees with the 
slogan ‘Baees Mein Bi-
cycle’ (Bicycle in 2022). 
However, for his agen-
da, he has chosen soft 
Hindutva this time 
around. The green col-

or, which 
is associ-
a t e d 
with the 
identity 
of  a par-
t i c u l a r 

com-

munity, is missing from 
this chariot and only 
red color dominates the 
vehicle. The most im-
portant thing is that 
Muslim faces were also 
absent from his sur-
roundings. There have 
been allegations of  
Muslim appeasement 
on SP and Akhilesh, and 
therefore the former 
CM of  Uttar Pradesh is 
also in a race to prove 
himself  as a ‘MahaHin-
du’ in order to assert his 
‘lgeality’ in Hindu votes. 
The SP supremo, who 
are trying to prove him-
self  to be the ultimate 
devotee of  Lord Vishnu, 
is taking a pledge to 
build a temple of  Lord 
Vishnu in the ravines of  
Etawah. On the other 
hand, there is his father 
who is openly raising 

the spirit of  ‘Modi 
Bhakti’, as Netaji has 
also said in Parliament 
- ‘I want Narendra Modi 
to become the Prime 
Minister of  the country 
again, because he has 
done many legitimate 
things.’ Some political 
observers are claiming 
that the match between 
BJP top and SP in UP is 
fixed. The top BJP lead-
ership will help Akh-
ilesh hand over Luc-
know in UP’s upcoming 
assembly elections, and 
in return Akhilesh will 
work to propel Modi in 
UP in 2024 general elec-
tions. Anyway, the 
Chief  Minister of  the 
state Yogi Adityanath is 
not in control of  the 
BJP leadership and the 
Sangh also sees him as 
an alternative saffron 
PM, which is what the 
‘seniors’ dislikes. 
That’s why Yogi wants 
the resignation of  
Union Minister of  State 
for Home Ajay Mishra 
Teni on the Lakhimpur 
Kheri incident.

FIRST INDIA SUNDAY SPECIAL

BY TRIDIB 
RAMAN

The author is a journalist 
and political commentator 
and views expressed are 
his personal
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Sonia back in ‘main stream’ politics! 
Aditi Nagar

New Delhi: Sonia Gan-
dhi has once and for all 
ended the discussions 
going on in the Con-
gress that she is an ‘in-
terim-president’. The 
manner and authority 
with which she held 
‘centre-stage’ and said 
that she is the ‘full 
time’ president of  the 
grand old party has 
forced political observ-
ers to rethink on their 
‘theories’.

Her stand goes on to 
raise the question if  it 
is Sonia indeed who is 
taking all decisions in 
the party, because for 
the past few days, Rahul 
Gandhi was seen taking 
the major decisions, in 
consultations with Pri-
yanka while Sonia, it 
seemed, was in the 
background.

But Sonia’s comment 
has really surprised 
everyone to the point 
that questions are be-
ing raised if  she will 
take back the ‘decisive 
powers’ from Rahul 
and Priyanka? And if  
so, then what will be 
Rahul’s attitude to-
wards this change? 
This is because Rahul 

has always said that he 
wants a ‘complete free 
hand’ in running the 
party but Sonia’s state-
ment appears to have 

put brakes on the ‘free 
hand’.  But one thing is 
certain: Sonia Gandhi 
is back in the main 
stream of  politics!

Our ideology is dedicated to the 
downtrodden and poor. In the 
coming times, the party will fight 
a long battle with discipline and 

the results of the 2024 Lok Sabha elections 
will come in our favor. 

—Dr Raghu Sharma, Health Minister

TEAR EYED CHANNI

Newly appointed Chief Minister of Punjab Charan-
jeet Singh Channi, during the CWC meet, talked 

about an incident ‘close to his heart’. “When Rahul 
Gandhi called me and informed me that I will be the 
next Chief Minister, for a moment, I had tears in my 
eyes. I appeal to Rahul ji to take over the reins of the 
party,” he said.  In fact Rahul also shared details of 
the moment and said, “When I phoned him, Channi 
started crying. He could not believe a Dalit was 
being made CM. He told me that he comes from a 
poor Dalit family and RSS would never make a Dalit, 
Female or Minority the Prime Minister.”

Sonia Gandhi

GEHLOT REMEMBERS OLD DAYS

During the CWC meet, Gehlot, while remember-
ing the bygone days, said, “When you were the 

party president earlier, you used to listen to us, 
invite us over for food. But now a days yo do not 
meet us. You do not give any reply to us on polit-
ical talks, but only reply on non-political issues. 
When we do not get any reply from you, or hear 
from you, we get concerned.”

CONGRESS TO ELECT NEW 
PARTY CHIEF IN 
SEPTEMBER NEXT YEAR 
New Delhi: Con-
gress on Saturday an-
nounced that elec-
tions to elect a new 
party chief  will be 
held next year be-
tween Aug 21 and 
Sept 20. The an-
nouncement was 
made by party gen-
eral secy KC Venugo-
pal after a meeting of  
the CWC. “Election 
of  the AICC presi-
dent will be held be-
tween August 21 to 
September 20, 2022,” 
Venugopal said. He 
also said that the par-
ty is going for a mas-
sive training pro-
gramme from top to 
bottom. “Workers 
and leaders at all lev-
els will be trained in 
party ideologies, pol-
icies, expectations of  
Congress workers, 
grassroots messag-
ing, election manage-
ment, failure of  the 
present govt and 
countering propa-
ganda,” he said. The 

membership cam-
paign begin from No-
vember 1 till March 
31 next year. The elec-
tions for the block 
committees will be-
gin from April 1, 
2022. Sonia Gandhi is 
the interim chief  of  
the party. She agreed 
to be interim chief  
months after Rahul 
Gandhi stepped 
down over the par-
ty’s debacle in 2019 
Lok Sabha elections. 
Members of  G23 
have been pressing 
for elections to elect 
a new party chief  
and also for Congress 
Working Committee.

As the first step to 
the election, enroll-
ment drive for mem-
bers would begin 
from November 1 
and continue till 
March 22. The exer-
cise also helps the 
Congress to enroll 
new members ahead 
of  the 2024 general 
elections. —ANI

Rahul GandhiAshok Gehlot

Akhilesh Yadav

Dr. Raghu Sharma

Priyanka Gandhi KC Venugopal Ajay Maken



he Jaipur Auditions of  
First Miss India took place 
on October 10 at Hotel 
Ramada, Jaipur. About 
150 girls from Jaipur and 
nearby cities & towns pre-
sented the best version of  
themselves in front of  the 

judges to make their 
place in the list of  top 

finalists of  First 
Miss India and 

First Miss 
I n d i a 

Teen 2021. Many prominent personalities 
of  the city like Rishee Miglani, the Youth 
Icon of  Rajasthan; Yogesh Mishra, organ-
iser of  Miss Rajasthan and JD Mahesh-
wari also attended the grand auditions. 
The jury panel consisted of  Swati Jangid, 
Riya Sain and Mansi Bachani, who judged 
the contestants on the parameters of  
ramp walk, introduction, confidence and 

the way they presented 

themselves. Organisers Gaurav Gaur 
and Maulik Shah were also present on 
the occasion. 
The girls who won the Jaipur Audi-
tions in the Miss category are Divi-
sha Paliwal, Kritika Swarankar, 
Aanchal Ajaipal, Anita Kriplani, 
Chahak Bhandula, Karishma Tak 
and Tanu Choudhary whereas the 
divas who won in the Teen category 
are Navya Singh, Upadhi Jolotia, 
Shubhi Dhaneta, Yashika Ku-
mawat, Rutwi Tiwari, Angel 
Sain, Rishika Chandnani and 
Rayna Sikri. Lakme Acade-
my was the styling part-
ner for the event. Pho-
tography was by 
Chandresh Kotak- 
(CK Photogra-
phy).

JAIPUR, SUNDAY
OCTOBER 17, 2021
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ALLURING 
DIVAS!

THE PINK CITY TURNED GLAMOUROUS WHILE THE BEAUTIES WALKED THE RAMP DURING THE JAIPUR 
AUDITIONS OF FIRST MISS INDIA AND FIRST MISS INDIA TEEN 2021 RECENTLY AT HOTEL RAMADA!

MANSI BACHANI
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

T
Riya Sain, Swati Jangid and Mansi Bachani

Participants during the event

Divisha Paliwal and Anita Kriplani

Juhi Sesani

Rishee Miglani

Tanu Choudhary Chahak Bhandula

Kritika Swarnkar and Shubhi Dhaneta

—
PHOTOS BY M

UKESH KIRADOO

Yogesh Mishra being felicitated by Gaurav Gaur 
and Dr Maulik Shah 
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hat a marvel-
lous show! 
21,964 runs, 
716 innings, 
332 innings 
captained and 
the only cap-

tain to win all three ma-
jor ICC trophies. A feel 
for the game like no one 
else, a keeper so quick 
and precise you would 
think he was a descend-
ant of  Hermes and a 
batsman who could 
shoulder entire innings 
and carry his team 
across the threshold. 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni 
is a Titan of  Indian 
cricket. He is more than 
just a household name in 
our country, the guy is 
looked up to and revered 
like a god. Naturally, 
when an icon like him 
announced his retire-
ment, there was an air 
of  disappointment and 
dismay throughout the 
country. Virat Kohli 
came forward as the nat-
ural successor and while 
there was no problem 
with that decision, see-
ing such a figure hang 
his cleats and gloves 
hurt the fans. It was fi-
nally time to say good-
bye to captain cool. 

Well, the BCCI had 
other plans in motion. 
The cricket board while 
announcing the team for 
the T20 world cup also 
mentioned that MS Dho-

ni will also be joining 
the team in the capacity 
of  a mentor. This news 
was obviously received 
with love from the fans, 
and they were excited to 
see Dhoni working close-
ly with the team again. 
The BCCI treasurer 
Arun Dhumal said that 
the inclusion of  such a 
legend will benefit the 
team. “He (Dhoni) has 
been a great leader. Un-
der his captaincy, India 
won the inaugural World 
Twenty20, the 2010 and 
2016 Asia Cups, the 2011 
World Cup, and the 2013 
Champions Trophy. The 
records are amazing. It 
is great to have him as a 
mentor of  the team (for 
the ICC World Cup).

“He has a good reputa-
tion and respect in the 
team and bringing him 
doesn’t mean to under-
mine anybody. They 
have also done a phe-
nomenal job,” Dhumal 
told India Ahead.

There are specula-
tions that the ‘Wall’ Ra-
hul Dravid will be join-
ing as the new coach for 
the Indian Cricket team. 
Dravid has coached the 
India A team before and 
had a very successful 
stint with them. Both 
Dravid and Dhoni could 
be the element India 
need to transform their 
performances into a tro-
phy. The coaching chang-
es by BCCI are a coin 
flip, and like any coin, 
this too has another 
side. While there are so 
many who support Dho-
ni’s appointment there 
are many who are 
against it. The BCCI 
Apex Council received a 
complaint against the 
appointment of  Dhoni 
as the mentor of  the In-
dian team for the T20 
World Cup, citing con-
flict of  interest rules in 
the recommendations of  

the Lodha Committee. 
People argue that the 
fact Dhoni is the captain 
of  the IPL team Chennai 
Super Kings and the 
mentor for the World 
Cup team is a conflict of  
interest. Cricket legend 
Sunil Gavaskar supports 
Dhoni’s new assignment 
but has some opinions to 
go with it. “If  there are 
disagreements between 
Ravi and Dhoni over tac-
tics and team selection, 
then that may have an 
effect on the team. I am 
just praying there is no 
clash (between them). 

But if  Ravi and Dhoni 
can get on the same 
wavelength, then it will 
immensely benefit In-
dia.” There is a very 
good example to support 
this claim too. In 2004, 
Gavaskar was appointed 
as a mentor for the team, 
but this confused and 
worried the then head 
coach John Wright. “I 
was made consultant of  
the team in 2004, that is 
the current term for a 
mentor. John Wright 
was nervous, he proba-
bly thought I was going 
to take his place,” said 

the former cap-
tain.

Like any 
bold move 
made by the 
management, 
this one gets a 
s i m i l a r 
treatment . 
There are 
people who 
are okay with 
it and then peo-
ple who aren’t. 
India won the in-
augural 2007 world 
T20, the 2010 and 2016 
Asia Cups, the 2011 
world cup and the 2013 

ICC champions tro-
phy all under Dhoni. 

How many more tro-
phies can MS Dhoni 
help us win? I 
guess only 
time will 

tell. 

OF THE TITANOF THE TITANOF THE TITANOF THE TITANOF THE TITANOF THE TITAN
W

ALAKSHENDRA 
SINGH
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in



MEGAN-BRIAN 
PARTED WAYS
T

he former couple 
filed their di-
vorce judgement 
on Friday and 

their divorce has been 
finalized after nearly a 
year. In May 2020, Bri-
an shared that he and 
Megan had begun go-
ing their ways at the 
end of  2019. “Neither 
one of  us did anything 
to each other. She’s al-
ways been honest with 

me and I’ve always 
been honest with 
her,” he said on 
the With Bri-
an Austin 
Green pod-
cast. He add-
ed, “And I 
know she will 
always love me and 
I know as far as a fam-
ily, what we have built 
is cool and special.   

—Agency
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ANNOUNCES 
RETIREMENT

CELEBRATING 
23 YEARS!

SAD
DEMISE

MISSED A 
LEGEND

Michael Caine is taking his fi nal 
bow! The two-time Academy 
Award winner has announced 

that his new fi lm ‘Best Sellers’ will 
be his last. As per People magazine, 
the 88-year-old actor announced his 
retirement from acting on Friday. 
“Funnily enough, it has turned out 
to be what is my last part, really,” he 
explained. The veteran star added, 
“Because I haven’t worked for two 

years, and I have a spine problem, 
which affects my legs.  

—Agency

F amous Hindi fi lm actor 
Farrukh Jaffar passed away 
on Friday due to a brain 

stroke at the age of 88, Jaffar’s 
grandson, Shaz Ahmed said, “My 

grandmother died today at around 7 
pm at Gomti Nagar residence. Her 
last rites will take place on Saturday 
at the Aishbagh Kabristan.” He said 
Jaffar started her acting career 
with Bollywood fi lm Umrao Jaan in 
1981, in which she played the role 
of veteran.  —Agency

D orothy Steel, who 
played a tribal elder 
in Black Panther, 

died at the age of  95 on Friday 
morning at her Detroit home. 
There was no mention of  a 
cause of  death. Steel was in 
the middle of  filming Black 
Panther: Wakanda Forever, 
the highly anticipated sequel 
to the 2018 superhero block-
buster.  —Agency

CARA 
CANDIDLY 
OPENS UP

upermodel and 
actress Cara De-
levingne recent-
ly made an ap-
pearance on El-
lenTube’s Lady 
Parts series 

with host Sarah Hyland 

and revealed some inti-
mate details of  her life! 
The 29-year-old star got 
candid about losing her 
virginity, her bedroom 
habits, and much more! 
Speaking to comedian 
Whitney Cummings, the 

model confessed: “I 
didn’t lose my virginity 
until I was like 18. I 
didn’t get confident in 
sex until way later, but I 
also didn’t even ask for 
what I wanted for so 
long,” Cara said. —Agency

A
dipurush, 
s tar ring 
Saif  Ali 
K h a n , 

Prabhas and Kriti 
Sanon, has been 
the talk of  the 
town. Now, it 
seems that the 
shoot is in the 
last leg as after 
Saif, Kriti Sanon 
also has bid adieu to 
the film and her char-
acter after wrapping 
up the shoot. Kriti 
shared lovely photos 
from the wrap-up 
celebration on sets 
of  Adipurush. She 
penned a note for di-
rector Om Raut as 
her journey as Janaki 
came to an end.

—Agency

IT’S A 
Wrap!

HAWKEYE TO 
PREMIERE 
H

awkeye is an original new se-
ries set in post-blip New York 
City, where former Avenger 
Clint Barton, aka Hawkeye, has 

a seemingly simple mission to get 
back to his family for Christmas. The 
release plans for Marvel Studios’ 
Hawkeye has been unveiled by Disney 
Plus, announcing that the series will 
debut on the platform with two epi-
sodes on November 24.  —Agency

Dil Hai Gray!
A

ctress Urvashi Rautela has recently announced the 
name of  her next film which is titled ‘Dil Hai Gray’. 
It’s a Hindi remake of  the Tamil film ‘Thiruttu Payale 
2’. Urvashi Rautela will be seen alongside Vineet Ku-

mar Singh and Akshay Oberoi. Urvashi is very excited to 
announce the title of  my next film ‘Dil Hai Gray’ on the aus-
picious day of  Vijaya Dashami. She shared, “The film is very 
close to my heart and it was lovely working with director Susi 
Ganeshan sir, producer M Ramesh Reddy sir, and my co-stars 

Vineet Kumar Singh and Akshay Oberoi.”  —Agency

S
ources in a 
conversation 
with Neha 
Dhupia who 

shared about the 
newborn’s cries be-
fore the actor’s voice. 
Naturally then, 
sources begin by ask-
ing if  she has decided 
on a name for her son 
yet. Neha’s husband, 
Angad Bedi keep ve-
toing each other’s 
suggestions, and are 
yet to find a middle 
ground, laughs the 
second-time mother. 
After welcoming 
her baby boy on Oc-
tober 3, the actor 
soon threw herself  
into the promo-
tions for Sanak 
that dropped on-
line yesterday 
and she isn’t go-
ing to stop. 

—Agency

It’s a 
Baby 
Boy!

S

Cara Delevingne

Michael Caine

...Karan Johar’s post

Late Farrukh Jaffar 

Kriti Sanon
Neha DhupiaUrvashi Rautela 

Late Dorothy Steel

...her post

Jeremy Renner and Hailee Steinfeld 

One of the most iconic romantic 
comedies in Bollywood for 
the last 2 decades is Shah 

Rukh Khan, Rani Mukerji, Kajol 
starrer Kuch Kuch Hota. The fi lm 
has clocked 23 years today and the 
fi lmmaker Karan Johar took to social 
media to share a special note as 
the fi lm hits a milestone. The Film 

starred Shah Rukh, Kajol and Rani. 
Karan thanked the cast of Kuch 

Kuch Hota Hai. —Agency

Megan Fox



CITY FIRST

W
orshipping 
weapons on 
the festival 
of  Vijaya-

dashami from ancient 
times has an important 
significance. On this oc-

casion on Friday, Gaur 
Sanadhya Foundation 
and Karni Sena per-
formed weapon wor-
ship with Vedic 
chanting in the Durga-
mata temple located at 
Mansarovar. Under the 
leadership of  Pandit Pu-

rushottam Gaur, weap-
ons were worshipped 
with Vedic chants. Pan-
dit Devishankar Shar-
ma, Anurag Sharma, 
Sukhdev Singh Goga-
medi, Anil Chaturvedi, 
Jaidev Singh, Karan 
Sharma, Ashutosh Ti-
wari, Pankaj Sharma 
and Harish Sharma 
among other dignitaries 

participated in the 
program. Pandit De-
vishankar Sharma 

shared that the wor-
ship of  weapons has its 
own importance in the 
Hindu religion.

t the Surekh 
Art Gallery of  
the Jawahar 
Kala Kendra 
(JKK), a 3-day 
e x h i b i t i o n : 
‘Rang Bhare 

Gubarey’ by Shuchi 
Sharma began on Sat-
urday. 

The Exhibition was 
inaugurated by Princi-
pal Secretary, Art and 
Culture, Gayatri 
Rathore; Housing 

Board Commissioner, 
Pawan Arora and Reg-
istrar of  NIMS, Dr San-
dip Tripathi. They 
hugely appreciated the 
effort. This exhibition 
will remain open till 18 
October. 

The Exhibition has a 
mammoth display of  
120 paintings including 
portraits, landscape, 
still life, among others. 
The proceeds of  the 
sale of  paintings will 
go to children who 
became orphans ow-
ing to the COVID pan-
demic.

Sharma informed 
that the funds received 
for the pictures dis-
played in the photo exhi-

bition will be spent 
on helping children 
who lost their par-

ents due to COVID. 
Shuchi Sharma said 
that she has always had 
a keen interest in art 
and painting and for her, 
it’s passion, which con-

stantly gives her new 
energy and positivity. 
She further informed 
that in the last one year 
alone she has made 
more than 120 paintings. 

Looking at the art ex-
hibition, Principal Sec-
retary  Art & Culture to 

Government, Rathore 
said that these paint-
ings have a beautiful 
expression of  various 
colours and emotions 
of  life, which is over-
whelming. She said 
that nature and human 
sensibilities have been 
engraved on paper very 
efficiently. On this occa-
sion, the Commissioner 
of  Rajasthan Housing 
Board, Pawan Arora 
while visiting the exhi-
bition said that the 
combination of  colours 
in the paintings is very 
beautiful and every pic-
ture is showing some 
emotion, which is the 
culmination of  the deep 
thinking of  the painter.
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CITY    BUZZGET VACCINATED

STAY MASKED  

RANG BHARE 
GUBBARE

KAVITA CHAUHAN
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

A

CITY FIRST

T
he Deputy Chairman of  the 
Niti Ayog, Rajiv Kumar on 
Saturday visited the Jaipur 
Foot centre of  the Bhagwan 

Mahaveer Viklang Sahayata Samiti. 
(BMVSS) Rajiv Kumar inspected the 
manufacturing process of  the Jaipur 
Foot and also met the beneficiaries 
drawn from different parts of  the 
country. Niti Ayog is a public pol-
icy think tank of  the Union govern-
ment headed by the Prime Minister, 
Narendra Modi with Rajiv Kumar as 
the deputy chairman. Niti Ayog has 

been set up in place of  the Plan-
ning Commission. Rajiv Kumar 
and his wife  Vinita Narayan were 

received by  D R Mehta, SS 
Bhandari, Dr Deependra Mehta, RK 
Agarwal, Chief  Technical Director, 
Dr M K Mathur and others.

HOMAGE! A grand tribute was paid to Late Giriraj Singh Lotwara on the occasion of his birth 
anniversary at Rajupat Sabha Bhavan on Saturday afternoon. Dignitaries from across 
political parties paid homage to the Rajput leader who succumbed to Covid in April’21. 

CELEBRATIONS!

Vice President, Rajasthan BJP, 
Ajay Pal Singh celebrated his 
birthday with simplicity as 
greetings poured in from across 
political and social circles on 
Saturday. He also cut a birthday 
cake with the Sikh Samaj at Raja 
Sahab Gurudwara and thanked 
everyone for their wishes. 
Hoardings were also put up by 
his supporters and friends.

WEDDING SHENANIGANS! 

The wedding reception of Amanjyot Singh and Amanat Gill took place on Saturday, October 16 
at Mysore Mahal, Jaipur. Amanjyot Singh is the son of Dr Param Navdeep Singh and Navdeep 
Singh while Amanat is the daughter of Kamal Gill and Rajbir Singh Gill. Jagdeesh Chandra 
congratulated the newlyweds on the occasion and wished them a happy married life ahead! 
Amanjyot and Amanat tied the knot on Friday, October 15 at Jai Mahal Palace.

Shastra Poojan!

UDYOG-4.0
CITY FIRST

T
o meet the fu-
ture demand in 
the industry, 
bridge the de-

mand-supply gap and 
provide opportunities 
to the youth for employ-
ment, SKIT College, 
Jaipur has signed a 
memorandum of  un-

derstanding with the 
Confederation of  Indi-
an Industry-Young In-
dians (CII-YI). On this 
special day, a program 
named ‘Shubh Aar-
ambh’ and a seminar 
on ‘Udyog-4.0’ was also 
organised on October 
2021 at SKIT College. 
The Director of  the in-
stitution, Jaipal Meel, 

welcomed the guests on 
the occasion. Abhinav 
Banthia (Director 
Manu Yantralay 
Pvt. Ltd.), Gaurav 
Bansal (Youth Co-
President, YI Jaipur 
and Director JVP Inter-
national School), Rahul 
Singhi (Youth Chair, YI 
Jaipur) were present 
on the occasion.

At the end of  the pro-
gram, Dr Amber Sriv-
astava (Head - Training 
and Placement Cell and 
Mathematics Depart-

ment) gave a vote of  
thanks to the guests 
and the participants. 
Kailash Soni (Coordi-
nator CII-YI Cell, SKIT) 

thanked all the stu-
dents registered in YI 
Cell and the team mem-
bers on the occasion.

cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

LAXMAN RAGHAV

H
imanshi Ge-
hlot, director 
of  Inventive 
Helping Hand 

Society NGO, is con-
stantly trying to cov-
er the baldness due to 
chemotherapy of  
cancer survivors and 
girls. They are pro-
viding hair wigs 
through donations. 
Himanshi Gehlot 
said in a conversa-
tion with First India 
News that earlier she 
used to donate hair to 
an NGO, but she felt 

that the work was not 
being done properly, 
so she started provid-
ing hair wigs. 
She admitted that the 
task was a bit diffi-
cult as there are not 
many wig makers in 
India but the smile on 
the faces of  the girls 
to whom wig has been 
provided is comfort-
ing. There is a gov-
ernment with social 
concerns and I do not 
want to get into poli-
tics, the state govern-
ment is doing a good 
job, she said. 

cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

GENEROSITY 
PERSONIFIED!

THE BIG INSPECTION

—
PHOTOS BY M

UKESH KIRADOO

—PHOTOS BY MUKESH KIRADOO

Pawan Arora, Shuchi Sharma, Gayatri Rathore, 
Anuradha Gogiya and Sandip Tripathi at the exhibition Pawan Arora and Gayatri Rathore during the lamp lighting ceremony

Shuchi Sharma’s paintings on display at JKK

Jagdeesh Chandra with (L-R) IPS Anand Shukla, 
Guru Charan Rai, BL Soni, Dinesh MN and his wife

Jagdeesh Chandra with the newly weds Amanat and Amanjyot and 
Navdeep Singh and Dr Param Navdeep Singh

Dharmendra Rathore paying tribute
to Late Giriraj Singh Lotwara Satish Poonia and Lokendra Singh Lotwara

(L-R) Sukhdev Singh, Kalicharan Saraf and Suresh Mishra during the ceremony

Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore

Ramcharan Bohra during the ceremony

Rajiv Kumar during his visit

During the event

During the event

Himanshi Gehlot with her team
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